Building Disciples;
Serving Christ /J September 15, 2024

NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Loving God;
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME

HYMN NO. 142 “All Hail the Power of Jesus” Name!”

CALL TO WORSHIP

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

Look at the heavens!

They are shouting the glory of God.

The days and the nights declare the magnificence of God’s creative works.
Their voice goes through all the earth and their words reach the ends of the
world.

Let our words of praise be acceptable to you.

Our Lord, our rock, our redeemer!

The heavens are telling the glory of God.

With Wisdom, we rejoice, worshiping in the sanctuary of creation!

The ways of the Holy One make wise the simple.

With Wisdom, we rejoice, sharing in the oneness of love.



WORSHIP SONG

(You may be seated)

“Blessed Be Your Name”
Blessed Be Your Name In the land that is plentiful
Where Your streams of abundance flow
Blessed be Your name
Blessed Be Your name When I'm found in the desert place
Though I walk through the wilderness
Blessed Be Your name (Chorus)

Chorus:

Every blessing You pour out I'll turn back to praise
When the darkness closes in, Lord Still I will say
Blessed be the name of the Lord

Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord

Blessed be Your glorious name

Blessed be Your name When the sun's shining down on me
When the world's 'all as it should be'

Blessed be Your name

Blessed be Your name On the road marked with suffering
Though there's pain in the offering

Blessed be Your name (Chorus)

You give and take away

You give and take away

My heart will choose to say

Lord Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your name

Blessed be the name of the Lord
Blessed be Your glorious name (Chorus)



SCRIPTURE READING Jeremiah 22:1-5

22 Thus says the Lorp: Go down to the house of the king of Judah, and speak there this
word, 2and say: Hear the word of the Lorp, O king of Judah sitting on the throne of David —
you, and your servants, and your people who enter these gates. 3Thus says the Lorp: Act
with justice and righteousness and deliver from the hand of the oppressor anyone who has
been robbed. And do no wrong or violence to the immigrant, the orphan, and the widow, or
shed innocent blood in this place. For if you will indeed obey this word, then through the
gates of this house shall enter kings who sit on the throne of David, riding in chariots and on
horses—they, their servants, and their people. 5But if you will not heed these words, I swear
by myself, says the Lorp, that this house shall become a desolation .

Leader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
WORSHIP SONG “God of Justice”

God of justice, Saviour to all

Came to rescue the weak and the poor
Chose to serve and not be served
Jesus, You have called us

Freely we’ve received now, freely we will give
We must go, live to feed the hungry

Stand beside the broken, we must go
Stepping forward, keep us from just singing
Move us into action, we must go

To act justly everyday

Loving mercy in every way

Walking humbly before You, God
You have shown us what You require

Fill us up, and send us out
Fill us up, send us out
Fill us up, and send us out, Lord (4x)



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Donna Mazeika
(We invite all children through 5th grade to come up to the front of the Sanctuary
for a special message for them. They will then be dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,
or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.)

CHOIR ANTHEM "Amazing Love! How Can It Be"
And can it be that I should gain an int'rest in the Savior's blood!
Died He for me, who caused His pain? For me, who Him to death pursued?
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, should die for me?
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, should die for me?

He left His Father's throne above, so free, so infinite His grace!
Emptied Himself of all but love, and bled for Adam's helpless race.
'Tis mercy all, immense and free, for, O my God, it found out me.
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, should die for me?

No condemnation now I dread; Jesus, and all in Him, is mine!
Alive in Him, my living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine;
bold I approach th'eternal throne and claim the crown, through Christ my own.
Amazing love! How can it be that Thou, my God, should die for me?
That Thou, my God, should die for me?

CALL TO CONFESSION
Let us trust God’s mercy and enter the liberating waters of forgiveness and grace. Together, let
us boldly confess our sins and acknowledge our need for forgiveness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

You call out to us, Holy God, from city streets, town squares, but we refuse to listen. Preoc-
cupied with our projections of you, we fail to see how these thoughts disrupt our commun-
ion with each other. You offer an outstretched hand to join you in transforming our lives,
but we deny such a dance with Divinity is possible, choosing complacency to your counsel.
Forgive us, God of Love, when we ignore your unremitting call to live in the way of love. By
your mercy, may we heed your call to examine our foolishness so we may live as fools for
Christ’s sake. Amen.

(Please take a moment of silent confession)



DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

Beloved friends, receive the good news: the Risen Christ enters all corners of our lives and
declares us forgiven. Having been forgiven, we take up Wisdom’s way of knowing, embracing
it as we journey toward wholeness and peace. Thanks be to God.

(Please stand if you are able)

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(You may be seated)

PASTORAL PRAYER

From before the world’s foundations, your love is the energy of our lives. Your Wisdom,
present and at play in the spaces between, radiates your generative creativity. Thank you, God
of Transitions, for the movement of the seasons. As we sense the shift from summer to
autumn, we thank you for the gift of letting go and for reminding us there’s a season for
everything. Just as we anticipate astonishment inspired by colorful leaves, we express
gratitude for the respite and shade they offer in the summer. We are grateful for shifting
rhythms. Glory be to you, God who makes all things new. Almighty God, who knows the
intricate dance of the constellations and fosters oneness within communities, be with those
experiencing hopelessness and tragedy due to the apathy and ignorance of others. We pray for
peace among the world’s nations and commit to leveraging power for the well-being of all. We
pray for the church universal’s humility. May we and advocate boldly for those who have
been oppressed by deceptive forms of grace. Where our churches and community ignore the
cries and shouts of those longing for collective care, we pray for new directions. We now lift
up our prayers to you in a time of silence...

Time of Silent Prayer

Hear these prayers from your people, God, as we pray the prayer our Savior taught us ... “Our
Father who art in heaven....”



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

In Mark, Jesus asks the disciples, “Who do you say that I am?” This question serves as a call to
action for us to express and share the transformative and healing love of God that we
experience in our lives through our generous giving of tithes and offerings.

OFFERTORY Keith Rounds
(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.
We would be honored if today’s service could be our gift to you.)

(Please stand if you are able)

DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

God who witnesses the cries and shouts of creation and receives our tithes and offerings. May
our streets be filled with jubilation, our cities be embraced by peace, and our lives be blessed
with abundance. Amen. Amen.

(You may be seated)

SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 5:1-6
5 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went up the mountain, and after he sat down, his disciples
came to him. 2And he began to speak and taught them, saying: *“Blessed are the poor in
spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. *“Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be
comforted. >“Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth. ¢“Blessed are those who
hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God

People: Thanks be to God



SERMON “Mourn with Those who Mourn”
Pastor Mark Lyndaker-Studer

(Please stand if you are able)

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from The Confession of 1967)

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. Human thought
ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God reveals divine
love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the
cross, and goodness in receiving sinful [people]. The power of God’s love in Christ to
transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all
things to serve the purpose of God’s love.

HYMN NO. 339 “Be Thou My Vision”

CHARGE

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one
evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted. Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and
mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's
child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

BLESSING

May the teachings of your Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, and the presence of the one
God who abides with you always, keep you strong and gentle, for the sake of the goodness
that is willed for you, in Jesus’ name.
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Prayer Concerns: Cindy Ogle (friend of Wendy Wirsch)
Ian Smith (nephew of Dorothy Moritz)
Sheila Law (sister of Dorothy Moritz)
Bill Reiss (father of Robin Haug)
Pete Davis (friend of Mike O’Neill)
Sally Ault (family of Melissa Meade)
Thomas Ceneviva (friend of Laura Stillonovich)
Cyndee Carr (friend of Laura Stillonovich)
Karin Heart (friend of Laura Stillonovich)
Kayla (friend of Sandee Wilson)
Debbie and Bob Stokes (friends of Sandee Wilson)
Gloria Rossi (friend of Lisa Pearsall)
Michele Rouseau (friend of Wendy Wirsch)
Swarling Aguero (friend of Dalia Lucas)
Paulette Gold (friend of Sandee Wilson)
Joseph Kaplan (friend of Dalia Lucas)
Marge Ayres (sister of Joe Mazeika)
Dawn Hampson (daughter in law of Eloyce Sturgeon)
Carmen Maligia (friend of Bill Watson)
Rich McNeeley (cousin of Sally Traubel)
Liz Scuilli (friend of Eloyce Sturgeon)

Ongoing Concerns: Leslie Bonner
Rina Mironas
Cathy Shaheen
David Rankin
Charles Sutton
Debbie Edwards
Kerry Zimmerman
Debbie Watson
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PULPIT FLOWERS
The pulpit flowers are given in loving memory of their mother Polly form the Anderson
family; and given in loving memory of Charlie Kellar from his wife Betty Lou. Deacons
Cindy Anderson & Jen Kreischer will deliver the flowers. Each week the flowers can be a
bright moment for someone needing prayers or praise. If anyone in the congregation has a
person in mind to give the pulpit flowers to, please contact Cindy Anderson at 215-672-
3219.

Men's
GROUP

NEXT MEETING
Sunday October 20th, 6:00 PM
At NWPC (Lounge)
The Men’s Group will reconvene in October. We'll meet on the third Sunday of the month
from October through May (no Men’s Group in December). We will be discussing Eugene
Peterson’s book A Long Obedience in the Same Direction — Discipleship In An Instant
Society. While there is no need to read the book for the Men’s Group meetings, books are
available at no cost. The Men’s Group is a great opportunity to get to know other men at
NWPC better, and to participate in discussing Bible themes as well as challenges we face in
living a life of faith today. Please join us! For more information or any questions you
have you can talk to Pastor Mark or Rick Rugel. Please let us know if you plan to join us so
we know how many will be coming.
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WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Starting September 11th
10:00 A.M. in the Auditorium
The Sermon on the Mount: Matthew Chapters 5-7
Most of us have probably heard sayings from Jesus’ famous teaching, commonly called the
Sermon on the Mount. It's only 100 verses, but the sermon has created an enduring legacy
that has shaped countless lives throughout history. Jesus lays out his moral vision for
humanity, emphasizing the importance of compassion, humility, and forgiveness. Join us
Wednesdays at 10 AM for Bible study each week.
Newcomers are always welcome!

FOOD COLLECTION
The need for assistance is great and you can help! We continually collect non-perishable food
items for the Coordinating Council of Health and Welfare's Warminster Food Bank. Non-
perishable food items can be dropped off in the bin right inside the double-glass doors by the
Sanctuary any time. This ongoing mission is coordinated by the Deacons.

- COMPASSIONATE
/ FRIENDS

i Supporting Family After a Child Dies

The Compassionate Friends is a support group for grieving parents and grandparents. The
purpose of the group is to provide support to grieving parents through this extremely
difficult time. A co leader, who has also lost a child, facilitates the meeting. The group meets
the third Wednesday of every month in the lounge from 7:00 pm — 8:30 pm. For additional
information please contact Jan Millin at 215-820-3506 or janmkel2@gmail.com.
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WuaolyFrT"

WholyFit is a women's ministry for your mind, body and soul. We use gentle stretching and
holding poses to increase stability, strength and flexibility as we grow closer in worship. We
meet every Tuesday at 7:00 - 8:00 pm in the auditorium. Live music from Keith Rounds eve-
ry first Tuesday of the month. Please contact Chelsea Rounds at mrscrounds@gmail.com for
more information.

HUNDRED X AND UPCOMING EVENTS

The William Tennent House Association will hold another Hundred X fundraiser this
October. If you helped us last year, you know this fundraiser requires a cell phone and
about 30 minutes a day. On Hundred X you will be able to rate and evaluate companies and
give your opinion. This year new companies will be added for you to evaluate. Sign-up will
be available very soon. I hope you will help us raise money to restore the William Tennent
House. Also, we have some upcoming events. We will have our Open House on Saturday,
October 5% from 10M to 2PM. If you are interested in the Civil War, we will have a
presentation from a Civil War Museum on Saturday, November 274 at 7PM in the church
auditorium.
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WWW."WPI:.I’IBt < Dpen the camera on your phone
e Paint the camera at the OR code 1401 Meetinghouse Road,
« Follow phone prompts to give Warminster PA 18974

via credit card
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THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY

SUNDAY —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge
—Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary
—Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium
—Deacon Meeting 10:30 am Lounge
—Mary-Martha Circle 10:30 am Book Lounge
—Outreach Team Meeting 10:30 am Youth Room
—Youth Group 6 pm Youth Room

MONDAY —Session Meeting 7 pm Lounge
TUESDAY —WholyFit 7 pm Auditorium

WEDNESDAY —Bible Study 10 am Auditorium
—The Compassionate Friends Meeting 7 pm Lounge

THURSDAY —Choir Rehearsal 7 pm Choir Room

SUNDAY —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge
—Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary
—Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium

Church Staff
Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor
Donna Mazeika, Director of Children & Youth
Rev. Sameh Shaker, Pastor of Visitation
Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music
Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music
Marianne Tierney, Business Manager
Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator
Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the ministers
and missionaries of our faith community, our Pastoral Staff and Support Team provide
leadership and specialized ministries.



