Building Disciples;
Serving Christ /J December 29, 2024

NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Loving God; . ]
First Sunday of Christmas

(After the worship songs, children under 8 may now go to the Preschool Sunday School room with Miss
Lisa and Miss Sue . If your child is staying in worship, we have worship bags available in the Narthex.)

PRELUDE "Pastorel" by Hartig

WELCOME

HYMN NO. 66 “We Three Kings of Orient Are”

CALL TO WORSHIP Liturgist—Dorothy Smith
Leader: For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven.

People:
Leader:

People:

Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:

So teach us to count our days that we may gain a wise heart.

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is like a
thousand years, and a thousand years are like one day.

Teach us, O Lord, how to lead lives of holiness and godliness while, in
accordance with your promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth,
where righteousness is at home.

This is the day that the Lord has made;

let us rejoice and be glad in it.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them up to the Lord.



WORSHIP SONG “He Shall Reign Forevermore”
In the bleak mid-winter, all creation groans
For a world in darkness, frozen like a stone
Light is breaking, in a stable
For a throne

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore
And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore
Unto us a child is born

The King of kings and Lord of lords

And He shall reign forevermore, forevermore

If I were a wise man, I would travel far

And if I were a shepherd, I would do my part
But poor as I am

I will give to Him my heart

Here within a manger lies

The One who made the starry skies
This baby born for sacrifice

Christ, the Messiah

Into our hopes, into our fears

The Savior of the world appears
The promise of eternal years
Christ, the Messiah

(You may be seated)

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 148

1Praise the Lorp! Praise the Lorp from the heavens; praise him in the heights! 2Praise him, all
his angels; praise him, all his host! 3Praise him, sun and moon; praise him, all you shining
stars! 4Praise him, you highest heavens and you waters above the heavens! >Let them praise
the name of the Lorp, for he commanded and they were created. °*He established them
forever and ever; he fixed their bounds, which cannot be passed. 7Praise the Lorp from the
earth, you sea monsters and all deeps, 8fire and hail, snow and frost, stormy wind fulfilling
his command! Mountains and all hills, fruit trees and all cedars! °Wild animals and all
cattle, creeping things and flying birds! ' Kings of the earth and all peoples, princes and all
rulers of the earth! > Young men and women alike, old and young together! *Let them praise



the name of the Lorp, for his name alone is exalted; his glory is above earth and heaven. *He
has raised up a horn for his people, praise for all his faithful, for the people of Israel who are
close to him. Praise the Lorp!

Leader: The Word of the Lord
People: Thanks be to God
WORSHIP SONG “What Child Is This”

What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet while shepherds watch are keeping?

Chorus:
This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing;
Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!

Why lies He in such mean estate where ox and ass are feeding?
Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent word is pleading. (Chorus)

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, one and all, to own Him.
The King of kings salvation brings; let loving hearts enthrone Him. (Chorus)

(Children under 8 may now go to the Preschool Sunday School room with Miss Lisa and Miss Sue .
If your child is staying in worship, we have worship bags available in the Narthex.)

CALL TO CONFESSION

Hear these words of the Apostle Peter, “Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins
may be wiped out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord.” With
humble and trusting hearts, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Holy and merciful God, we confess we neglect to seek your wisdom for our lives. Instead,
we think more highly of ourselves and our own knowledge, choosing to go our own way in
this world. Lord, have mercy. We let the cares and concerns of this world crowd out the
promise of your Word, that you are with us always. Christ, have mercy. We confess we face
the future with uncertainty and misgivings. Help us put our trust in you so we may live
faithful and obedient lives, as we depend on the wisdom of your Holy Spirit and the love of
Christ to shape our lives and actions. Lord, have mercy. Amen.

(Please take a moment of silent confession)



DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS

The Lord is just in all his ways, and kind in all his doings. The Lord is near to all who call on
him, to all who call on him in truth. p1 He fulfills the desires of all who fear him; he also hears
their cry, and saves them. Friends, hear and believe the good news: In Jesus Christ, our sins are
forgiven! Alleluia! Amen.

(Please stand if you are able)

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(You may be seated)

PASTORAL PRAYER

Almighty and everlasting God, in this Christmas season, we thank you for your indescribable
gift of Jesus Christ. As we stand on the threshold of a new year, we rejoice that we serve a
risen Savior who is the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End,
who is the same yesterday and today and forever. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! Sovereign God,
help us trust in your Word that you are making all things new. Open our eyes to your
powerful works all around us. As we look ahead to 2025, we are tempted to see nothing but
more of the same. Show us what you have in mind. Call us again to be part of your ongoing re
-creation of your world. Inspire and strengthen us by your Holy Spirit to do justice, to love
kindness, and to walk humbly with you. Lord of all nations, we humbly pray for peace
throughout the world. Hasten the day when weapons of war will no longer be needed. Inspire
world leaders to seek the things that make for peace. Comfort the afflicted and oppressed.
Shelter all who suffer the devastation of ongoing conflicts. Protect the aid workers and
peacemakers. Lord, may our prayers for peace not be empty words. Give us the courage to
work for peace in our own communities. Help us do the hard work of reconciliation and truth-
telling that all may have liberty and justice. Loving God, during this Christmas season, may
we not forget to share the love you have so freely given in Jesus Christ. Guide us in all we do
that we may respond with compassion to those in need. Help us be a church that takes the
good news of Jesus Christ beyond the walls and traditions and safety of our buildings. Help us
always to put our trust in our Lord who says, “Follow me.”

Time of Silence

We offer these and all of our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, who taught us to
pray, “Our Father ...”



LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING

The letter to the Hebrews calls us to a life of gratitude and generosity with these words:
“Through Jesus let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit of our lips
that confess his name. Do not neglect to do good and to share what you have, for such
sacrifices are pleasing to God.” Let us present our tithes and offerings with glad and generous
hearts.

OFFERTORY "Puer Nobis Nascitur" by LeBegue Lee Nelmes
(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.
We would be honored if today's service could be our gift to you.)

(Please stand if you are able)

DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Good and gracious God, in this season during which we have given and received so many
gifts, we thank you for the greatest gift of all, your Son Jesus Christ. In response to your love
and mercy, we bring our tithes and offerings to you. Bless them and us, so our gifts may be
multiplied and our hearts may be generous as we seek to do good and share what we have;
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

(You may be seated)



SCRIPTURE READING Matthew 2:1-12

2 In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, magi from the east
came to Jerusalem, 2asking, “Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we
observed his star in the east and have come to pay him homage.” 3When King Herod heard
this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him, and calling together all the chief priests
and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the Messiah was to be born. >They told
him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it has been written by the prophet: ¢ And you,
Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah, for from
you shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel” 7 Then Herod secretly called for
the magiand learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent
them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child, and when you have
found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.” °When they had
heard the king, they set out, and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen in the
east, until it stopped over the place where the child was. '"When they saw that the star had
stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. ' On entering the house, they saw the child with
Mary his mother, and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. > And having been warned
in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

Leader: The Word of God for the people of God
People: Thanks be to God
SERMON “The Power of Grace”

Pastor Mark Lyndaker-Studer
(Please stand if you are able)

HYMN NO. 41 “Q Little Town of Bethlehem”

CHARGE

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one
evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted. Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and
mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's
child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

BLESSING
May the Christ inhabit you, the Father uphold you, and the Spirit sustain you, now and
forever.

POSTLUDE "Joy To The World " arr. By Whitworth



Prayer Concerns: Aria Miller (friend of Bob Louderback)

Ongoing Concerns:

Bob Gill (friend of Bill Watson)

Family of Iris Brown (mother of Lynne VanFossen)
Debbie & Bill Watson

Kim Roberts (sister of Laura Stillonovich)

John Gravel (friend of Laura Stillonovich)

Tom Murt (friend of Laura Stillonovich)
Geraldine Schultz (friend of Sue McOwen)

Faith Vernon (friend of Bill Watson)

Rich McNeeley (cousin of Sally Traubel)

Gloria Long (sister of Charlotte Rugel)

Ethan Chow (friend of Jen Kreischer)

Ian Smith (nephew of Dorothy Moritz)

Sheila Law (sister of Dorothy Moritz)

Pete Davis (friend of Mike O’Neill)

Sally Ault (family of Melissa Meade)

Thomas Ceneviva (friend of Laura Stillonovich)
Cyndee Carr (sister of Laura Stillonovich)

Karin Hart (sister of Laura Stillonovich)

Debbie and Bob Stokes (friends of Sandee Wilson)
Gloria Rossi (friend of Lisa Pearsall)

Cathy Roushey
Leslie Bonner

Rina Mironas
Cathy Shaheen
David Rankin
Charles Sutton
Debbie Edwards
Kerry Zimmerman




PULPIT FLOWERS
The pulpit flowers are given in loving memory of their daughter, Janice Perkins, from Mary
and John Whitehead; and given in memory of loved ones from Charlotte Rugel. Deacons Doris
Rowley & Sandee Wilson will deliver the flowers. Pulpit flowers are needed for January 5 & 12,

and February 2. If you are interested in donating pulpit flowers please contact Dorothy Smith at
215-343-1142.

THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY
SUNDAY —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge
—Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary
TUESDAY —New Year’s Eve (Office Closed)
WEDNESDAY —Happy New Year! (Office Closed)

THURSDAY —WTHA Board Meeting 2 pm Lounge

SUNDAY —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge
—Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary
—Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium
—Youth Group 6 pm Youth Room
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ONLINE:

www.nwpl::.net « DOpen the camera on your phone
« Paint the camera at the OR code 1401 Meetinghouse Road,

+ Follow phone prompts to give Warminster PA 18974
via credit card

ENVELOPE:

Church Staff
Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor
Donna Mazeika, Director of Children & Youth
Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music
Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music
Marianne Tierney, Business Manager
Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator
Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the
ministers and missionaries of our faith community, our Pastoral Staff and Support
Team provide leadership and specialized ministries.



