
NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 

February 2, 2025 

Loving God;  

Building Disciples;  

Serving Christ 

WELCOME                                                              

 
HYMN NO. 92                                  “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”                       

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                    

Leader:  Love is patient.  

People:  Love is kind.  

Leader:  Love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  

People:  Love does not insist on its own way.  

Leader:  Love is not irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; it does not rejoice in  

   wrongdoing.  

People:  Love rejoices in the truth.  

Leader:  Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  

People:  Love never ends.  

Leader:  Let us worship the Lord who loves us without boundaries.  



WORSHIP SONG                                        “Our God” 

Water You turned into wine 

Open the eyes of the blind 

There's no one like You 

None like You 

Into the darkness You shine 

Out of the ashes we rise 

There's no one like You 

None like You 

 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

God You are higher than any other 

Our God is Healer, awesome In power 

Our God, Our God...  

 

Into the darkness you shine 

Out of the ashes we rise 

There's no One like You 

None like You   

 

And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 

And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 

And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 

And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 

What can stand against?  

 

(You may be seated) 

SCRIPTURE READING                           Luke 14:25-35                                                     
25 Now large crowds were traveling with him, and he turned and said to them, 26 “Whoever 

comes to me and does not hate father and mother, wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, 

and even life itself, cannot be my disciple. 27 Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me 

cannot be my disciple. 28 For which of you, intending to build a tower, does not first sit down 

and estimate the cost, to see whether he has enough to complete it? 29 Otherwise, when he has 

laid a foundation and is not able to finish, all who see it will begin to ridicule him, 30 saying, 

‘This fellow began to build and was not able to finish.’ 31 Or what king, going out to wage war 

against another king, will not sit down first and consider whether he is able with ten 

thousand to oppose the one who  comes  against  him  with  twenty thousand?  32 If he cannot,  



WORSHIP SONG                         “Beautiful Scandalous Night” 

Go on up to the mountain of mercy 

To the crimson perpetual tide 

Kneel down on the shore 

Be thirsty no more 

Go under and be purified 

 

Follow Christ to the holy mountain 

Sinner sorry and wrecked by the fall 

Cleanse your heart and your soul 

In the fountain that flowed 

For you and for me and for all 

 

At the wonderful, tragic, mysterious tree 

On that beautiful scandalous night you and me 

Were atoned by His blood and forever washed white 

On that beautiful, scandalous night 

 

On the hillside, you were delivered 

At the foot of the cross justified 

And Your spirit restored 

By the river that poured 

From our blessed Savior's side 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                           Donna Mazeika                         

(We invite all children through 5th grade to come up to the front of the Sanctuary  

for a special message for them. They will then be dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,  

or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.) 

then while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for the terms of 

peace. 33 So therefore, none of you can become my disciple if you do not give up all your pos-

sessions. 34 “Salt is good, but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? 35 It is 

useful neither for the soil nor for the manure pile; they throw it away. If you have ears to hear, 

then hear!” 

 Leader:  The Word of the Lord  

 People:  Thanks be to God 



CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                        

The Lord is our hope and our trust, our refuge and our fortress. With confidence born out of 

faith in God’s power to save and deliver us, let us confess our sin.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                   

Lord, we confess that we doubt your capacity to work through us. We hold on to fears that 

we are unworthy to speak your words, so we stay silent even as your Spirit pulls at our 

tongues. We struggle to fathom the wholeness of your claim over us, so we ignore the light 

of your love as it emerges in the dark places of our lives. We seek refuge in temporary 

towers, and are numb to the grasp of cruelty. Forgive us. Help us to trust you, to lean upon 

you, to speak your word to a weary world and accept the completeness of your loving claim 

on our lives.  

(Please take a moment of silent confession) 

CHOIR ANTHEM                                     "I Am Not My Own" 

I am not my own, I am not my own, 

not in body, not in soul, in life, nor even death. 

I am not my own, I am not my own. 

I belong unto my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ.  I am not my own. 

 

I am not my own, I am not my own, 

not in body, not in soul, in life, nor even death. 

I am not my own, I am not my own. 

His own blood has ransomed me, from evil set me free.  I am not my own. 

 

For my salvation all things work together, 

in eternal life He gives me hope. 

By the power of His Holy Spirit, I will live for Him.  

 

I am not my own, I am not my own. 

I belong unto my faithful Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

I belong to Him, I belong to Him, 

in life, in death, my only comfort, I belong to Him, 

I will live for Him. 

forever and ever, forever and ever, forever more. 



(Please stand if you are able) 

 

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE             “Gloria Patri”     

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

  

(You may be seated) 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                    

Leader: Hear the good news: Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things,     

  endures all things. We know this love through Jesus Christ, and by this love, we  

              know that we are forgiven!  

People: Thanks be to God!  

Leader: God has poured out love upon us, and we have received forgiveness for our sins. We 

   can now live in peace! May mercy, peace and love be yours in abundance.  

OFFERTORY                                                                                                           Suzanne Zak Carver 

(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.  

We would be honored if today's service could be our gift to you.)   

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

DOXOLOGY     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Holy One, you are the giver of our lives. You know us completely, and you accept from us no 

weak excuses. Take these gifts, offered from our labors, our commitments, and our collections 

of interest. Transform them from temporal potential into your love at work in this tired world 

that thirsts for your Word. Amen. 

 

(You may be seated) 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

For we know only in part, and we prophesy only in part, but when the complete comes, the 

partial will come to an end. All that is, all that was, and all there will be belongs to God. Let us 

now return to God in part what is God’s in whole.  



SCRIPTURE READING                          Mark 8:34-38 
34 He called the crowd with his disciples and said to them, “If any wish to come after me, let 

them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For those who want to save 

their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the 

gospel, will save it. 36 For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their 

life? 37 Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38 Those who are ashamed of me 

and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also 

be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

  Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God  

 People:  Thanks be to God 

                                            

SERMON                                     “The Cost of Following Jesus” 

Pastor Mark Lyndaker-Studer 

 
(Please stand if you are able) 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus 

Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and buried; he descended 

to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 

right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in 

the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 



GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Page 12 Blue Hymnal) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, 

with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who 

forever sing to the glory of your name: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and God might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna In the highest 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 

...With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, 

dedicated to your service. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again. 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

(Everyone is welcome to partake of the elements. We will be using prepackaged wafers and juice.  

Please come forward by the center aisle, take the elements from one of the baskets, and return to your 

seat by the side aisle. Please hold your elements until all are served so we can partake together.  

There are also gluten-free elements on the side tables.)   



CHARGE 

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one 

evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted.  Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and 

mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's 

child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Alleluia! Alleluia!  

HYMN NO. 101                   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                                                     

COMMUNION SONG                   “Here I Am to Worship” 

   Light of the world 

   You stepped down into darkness. 

   Opened my eyes, let me see. 

   Beauty that made this heart adore You 

   Hope of a life spent with You  

  

   Chorus 

   Here I am to worship, 

   Here I am to bow down, 

   Here I am to say that You’re my God, 

   You’re altogether lovely, 

   Altogether worthy, 

   Altogether wonderful to me.  
  

    King of all days, 

     Oh, so highly exalted 

     Glorious in heaven above. 

     Humbly You came 

     To the earth You created 

     All for love’s sake became poor (Chorus) 

     

     I’ll never know how much it cost 

     To see my sin upon that cross. (Repeat) (Chorus) 



 

Prayer Concerns:  Ryan Murray (friend of Eloyce Sturgeon) 

                     Annette Rancourt (mother in law of Peggy Rancourt) 

         Sandee Wilson 

         Dana Maria Ryman (friend of Bill Watson) 

         Bob Gill (friend of Bill Watson) 

         Family of Iris Brown (mother of Lynne VanFossen) 

         Debbie & Bill Watson 

         Kim Roberts (sister of Laura Stillonovich) 

         John Gravel (friend of Laura Stillonovich) 

                     Tom Murt (friend of Laura Stillonovich) 

         Geraldine Schultz (friend of Sue McOwen) 

         Faith Vernon (friend of Bill Watson) 

         Rich McNeeley (cousin of Sally Traubel) 

         Gloria Long (sister of Charlotte Rugel) 

         Ethan Chow (friend of Jen Kreischer) 

         Ian Smith (nephew of Dorothy Moritz) 

         Sheila Law (sister of Dorothy Moritz) 

         Thomas Ceneviva (friend of Laura Stillonovich) 

                                 Cyndee Carr (sister of Laura Stillonovich) 

                                 Karin Hart (sister of Laura Stillonovich) 

Cathy Roushey 

Leslie Bonner 

Rina Mironas 

Cathy Shaheen 

David Rankin  

Charles Sutton 

Debbie Edwards 

Kerry Zimmerman 

Ongoing Concerns:  



SERMON SERIES 2025 

The Big Questions 
 

February 9th What Does It Mean to Show Christ’s Love? 

John 21:15–19 Jesus Christ taught his followers that to serve the least in the world was to serve 

him. We continue to make significant connections between affirming Jesus’ love for us and our 

call to show Jesus’ love to our neighbors, near and far. 

February 16th The Body of Christ  

1 Corinthians 12:12–31 Every person has a place and purpose in the body of Christ. Our 

different gifts find purpose when we work together in service. 

PULPIT FLOWERS 

The pulpit flowers are given by Joseph Pataki and children in memory of Betty Pataki; and 

given to the glory of God!  Deacons will deliver the flowers.  

ANNUAL MEETING 

Our annual meeting will take place TODAY immediately following our worship service in the 

Sanctuary. 

MEN’S GROUP NEXT MEETING 

Sunday, February 16th, 6:00 PM Lounge 

 The next Men’s Group meeting will be on Sunday, February 16th. We will be discussing 

Chapter 3 Providence and Chapter 11 Perseverance from Eugene Peterson’s book A Long 

Obedience in the Same Direction – Discipleship In An Instant Society.  There is no need to read the 

book for the Men’s Group meetings.  The Men’s Group is a great opportunity to get to know 

other men at NWPC better, and to participate in discussing Bible themes as well as challenges 

we face in living a life of faith today.  Please join us!  For more information or any questions 

you have you can talk to Pastor Mark or Rick Rugel.   

 
 

WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY 

   Come and go in depth into that week's scripture to learn  

        not only what the passage is about, but how it is relevant in your life.  

       You can come and just listen or, ask any questions you would like.  

            Newcomers are always welcome!    



RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE 

Please join our lifesaving mission and schedule an appointment today!  

Monday, February 3, 2025 2:00 PM - 7:00 PM 

Coordinator Name: Patrick Van Tassel  
 

You can sign up online at www.redcrossblood.org, enter NWP 
  
Blood supplies are low and the need is great. If you’ve donated in the past - THANK YOU and 

we look forward to seeing you again on February 3rd.  If you haven’t ever given blood, PLEASE 

consider making this your first time.  The need is continuous and the satisfaction of helping 

others with what truly is “the gift of life” is rewarding. If you have questions, you can contact 

Patrick at patrick.vantassel@gmail.com or 610-585-3701.  

for YOUTH MISSION 

Save the Date – Saturday, March 8 -Spaghetti Dinner/Raffle – youth mission fundraiser. Please 

consider donating a raffle item. There will be more information next Sunday. Thank you! 

SOUPER BOWL SUNDAY  next Sunday FEBRUARY 9th 

Please contribute soup for Warminster Food Bank. They will be boxed and sent to the food 

bank NEXT Sunday in the auditorium after Food & Fellowship.  Its a great time for soup to 

warm everyone up and the need is great and keeps growing. They service over 300 people per 

month. You can drop the cans off on the stage and/or help us box them up. 

MOVIE NIGHT 

The William Tennent House Association will show the documentary film on William Penn ti-

tled “Penn’s Seed: The Awakening”. There will be a time for discussion after the film. Debbie 

Chychota, our banquet speaker in December, was involved in the making of this film. The date 

is Saturday, February 22nd at 7PM in the church auditorium. The cost is $10 and $12 at the door. 

Refreshments will be served. I hope the Neshaminy bakers will help with goodies. We may 

even have popcorn. For information see Wendy Wirsch during coffee hour or call her at 267-261

-1274. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org
mailto:patrick.vantassel@gmail.com


THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY 
SUNDAY—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

                 —Worship Service  9 am Sanctuary 

     —Annual Meeting 10 am Sanctuary  

                 —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

                 —Confirmation Class 10:45 am Youth Room 

     —Youth Group 6 pm Youth Room 
  

MONDAY—Session Meeting 7 pm Lounge 

 

TUESDAY—WholyFit 6:30 pm Auditorium 

 

WEDNESDAY—Bible Study 10 am Auditorium 

                           

THURSDAY—WTHA Meeting 2 pm Lounge 

          —Choir Rehearsal  7 pm 

    

SUNDAY—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

                 —Worship Service  9 am Sanctuary 

                 —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

                 —Confirmation Class 10:45 am Youth Room 

     —Organizing Soup 10:45 am Auditorium 

Church  Staff 

Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor 

Donna Mazeika, Director of Children & Youth 

Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music 

Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music 

Marianne Tierney, Business Manager 

Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator 

Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the  

ministers  and  missionaries  of  our  faith  community, our  Pastoral  Staff  and Support 

Team provide leadership and specialized ministries. 


