
NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
First Sunday of Lent 

March 9, 2025 

Loving God;  

Building Disciples;  

Serving Christ 

WELCOME                                                              

 
HYMN NO. 267                          “All Things Bright and Beautiful”                          

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                                             (Jim Flick) 

  Leader:  The God of our ancestors heard our cries and saw our oppression when we  

     were slaves in Egypt.  

  People:  God brought us out with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, with signs 

     and wonders God brought us through the wilderness.  

  Leader:  The Lord, our shelter, our refuge, our dwelling place, says, 

  People:  “When my people call to me, I will answer them; I will be with them in 

     trouble; I will show them my salvation.” 

  Leader:  Where is our home? 

  People:  Our home is in the shelter and shadow of God. 

  Leader:  How can this be our refuge? 

  People:  Because God’s angels will guard your house and those in it from evil and 

     threat.     

  Leader:  How can we flourish? 

  People:  Staying close to God’s ways will bring our lives to abundance. 



WORSHIP SONG                     “Holy is the Lord God Almighty” 

We stand and lift up our hands 

For the joy of the Lord is our strength 

We bow down and worship Him now 

How great, how awesome is He 

 

And together we sing 

 

[Chorus] 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 

The earth is filled with His glory 

Holy is the Lord God Almighty 

The earth is filled with His glory 

The earth is filled with His glory 

It's rising up all around 

It's the anthem of the Lord's renown 

 

Holy, Holy, is the Lord Almighty 

Holy, Holy 

 

(You may be seated) 

SCRIPTURE READING                        2 Samuel 15:7-14                                                  (Liturgist) 
7 At the end of four years Absalom said to the king, “Please let me go to Hebron and pay the 

vow that I have made to the Lord. 8 For your servant made a vow while I lived at Geshur in 

Aram: If the Lord will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, then I will serve the Lord in 

Hebron.” 9 The king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he got up and went to Hebron. 10 But 

Absalom sent secret messengers throughout all the tribes of Israel, saying, “As soon as you 

hear the sound of the trumpet, then shout: Absalom has become king at Hebron!” 11 Two 

hundred men from Jerusalem went with Absalom; they were invited guests, and they went in 

innocence, knowing nothing of the matter. 12 While Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he 

sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city Giloh. The conspiracy grew 

in strength, and the people with Absalom kept increasing. 13 A messenger came to David, 

saying, “The hearts of the Israelites have gone after Absalom.” 14 Then David said to all his 

officials who were with him at Jerusalem, “Get up! Let us flee, or there will be no escape for 

us from Absalom. Hurry, or he will soon overtake us, and bring disaster down upon us, and 

attack the city with the edge of the sword.” 

 Leader:  The Word of the Lord  

 People:  Thanks be to God 



WORSHIP SONG                              “Vast as the Heavens” 

Your love, oh Lord 

As vast as the heavens 

It is overwhelming to me 

Your faithfulness reaches the skies, the skies 

Your righteousness towers over these mountains 

Of struggle in my life (Repeat) 

CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                    (Liturgist) 

Scripture says, “No one who believes in Christ will be put to shame.” Therefore, we do not 

approach God with shame but with life-giving expectation grounded in our trust of God. For 

when we confess with our mouth and trust in our heart, we will find healing for ourselves 

and for the world.  

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                               (Liturgist) 

God of wide circles, we too often revert to our fear-filled instinct to cut off those unfamil-

iar and distant. May we evaluate others based on your heart. In Romans, you remind us 

when we lean into your kin-dom agenda, our worldview is expanded to focus on our com-

mon humanity. May we embrace your created diversity and include all in our cherished 

life’s work.  

(Please take a moment of silent confession) 

CHOIR ANTHEM 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                          Donna Mazeika                          

(We invite all children through 5th grade to come up to the front of the Sanctuary  

for a special message for them. They will then be dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,  

or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.) 



(Please stand if you are able) 

 

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE             “Gloria Patri”     

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

  

(You may be seated) 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                  (Liturgist) 

Everyone. Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. Having called upon the 

wide arms of our gracious God, know that you are forgiven. With joy, may we amplify God’s 

grace into the whole world. Amen.  

OFFERTORY                                                                                                           Suzanne Zak Carver 

(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.  

We would be honored if today's service could be our gift to you.)   

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

 

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS 

Deacons—Cindy Anderson, Paul Augustine and Dennis Forbes 

Elders—Joanne Cochran, Micah McGovern and Don Millin 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

In our deliverance and abundance, we are asked to use the first fruits of our labor to build the 

kin-dom. Let us be prayerful about how we may give our bounty to our benevolent God.  



DOXOLOGY     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Now I bring the first of the fruit of the ground that you, O Lord, have given me. I bow before 

you and shall celebrate with immigrants and strangers in our community the bounty of all 

you have given to me and my household. Amen. 

 

(You may be seated) 

SCRIPTURE READING                            Psalm 3:1-8      
1 O Lord, how many are my foes! Many are rising against me; 2 many are saying to me, 

“There is no help for you in God.” 3 But you, O Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, and 

the one who lifts up my head. 4 I cry aloud to the Lord, and he answers me from his holy 

hill. 5 I lie down and sleep; I wake again, for the Lord sustains me. 6 I am not afraid of ten 

thousands of people who have set themselves against me all around. 7 Rise up, O Lord! 

Deliver me, O my God! For you strike all my enemies on the cheek; you break the teeth of 

the wicked. 8 Deliverance belongs to the Lord; may your blessing be on your people!  

 Leader:  The Word of God for the people of God  

 People:  Thanks be to God 

SERMON                                            “Praying Our Fears” 

Pastor Mark Lyndaker-Studer 

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Theological Declaration of Barmen)  

“Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the 

head, into Christ, from whom the whole-body [is] joined and knit together” (Ephesians 

4:15-16). The Christian Church is the congregation of the brethren in which Jesus Christ 

acts presently as the Lord in Word and Sacrament through the Holy Spirit. As the church 

of pardoned sinners, it has to testify in the midst of a sinful world, with its faith as with 

its obedience, with its message as with its order, that it is solely his property, and that it 

lives and wants to live solely from his comfort and from his direction in the expectation of 

his appearance. We reject the false doctrine, as though the church were permitted to 

abandon the form of its message and order to its own pleasure or to changes in prevailing 

ideological and political convictions  



CHARGE 

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one 

evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted.  Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and 

mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's 

child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

May you center yourselves in God’s ways and God’s identity. May you see the faces of all, 

and our very planet, with the eyes of our Creator. May you know your welfare is 

inextricably entwined with that of your neighbor, the stranger you fear and the enemy you 

have named in your heart. May you be open to the transformation of your heart into God’s 

heart. And may you walk humbly from this place to live life fully and generously 

everywhere you go and in all you do. Amen.  

HYMN NO. 423                   “Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun”                                                     



 

Prayer Concerns:  Dawn Hampson (daughter in law of Eloyce Sturgeon) 

         Edie Stauch and her family (friends of Sandee Wilson) 

          Betty Pauciello (friend of Nina Resavage) 

         Family of Larry Kuhn (brother of Linda King) 

                     Hariclia Michalopoulos (Friend of Dalia Lucas)  

                     Annette Rancourt (mother in law of Peggy Rancourt) 

         Sandee Wilson 

         Dana Maria Ryman (friend of Bill Watson) 

         Bob Gill (friend of Bill Watson) 

         Family of Iris Brown (mother of Lynne VanFossen) 

         Debbie & Bill Watson 

         Karin Hart (sister of Laura Stilinovich) 

         Tom Cenevia (friend of Laura Stilinovich) 

                     Cyndee Carr (sister of Laura Stilinovich) 

         Geraldine Schultz (friend of Sue McOwen) 

         Faith Vernon (friend of Bill Watson) 

         Rich McNeeley (cousin of Sally Traubel) 

         Gloria Long (sister of Charlotte Rugel) 

         Ethan Chow (friend of Jen Kreischer) 

         Ian Smith (nephew of Dorothy Moritz) 

         Sheila Law (sister of Dorothy Moritz) 

Cathy Roushey 

Leslie Bonner 

Rima Mironas 

Cathy Shaheen 

David Rankin  

Charles Sutton 

Debbie Edwards 

Kerry Zimmerman 

Ongoing Concerns:  



PULPIT FLOWERS 

The pulpit flowers are given in loving and adoring memory of his wife, and the mother of their 

here children, Patty Danihel from Rick, Matt, Kevin, and Brian Danihel; and given in loving 

memory of her parents, Fred & Pinky Becker from their daughter, Sandee Wilson. Deacons will 

deliver the flowers. Each week the flowers can be a bright moment for someone needing 

prayers or praise. If anyone in the congregation has a person in mind to give the pulpit flowers 

to, please let the Deacons delivering the flowers this week know.  Pulpit flower donations are 

needed for March 23rd and 30th . If you would like to donate flowers, please contact Dorothy 

Smith at 215-343-1142. 

MEN’S GROUP NEXT MEETING 

Sunday March 16th @ 6:00 PM 

At NWPC (Lounge) 

 The next Men’s Group meeting will be on Sunday, March 16th.   We will be discussing Eugene 

Peterson’s book A Long Obedience in the Same Direction – Discipleship In An Instant Society.  There 

is no need to read the book for the Men’s Group meetings.  The Men’s Group is a great 

opportunity to get to know other men at NWPC better, and to participate in discussing Bible 

themes as well as challenges we face in living a life of faith today.  Please join us!  For more 

information or any questions you have you can talk to Pastor Mark or Rick Rugel.        

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Palm Sunday, April 13th 

at 2pm for children ages 2 – grade 5. 

Children will be divided into age groups. 

If you would like to help we are in need of the following donations: Plastic Eggs, Individually 

wrapped candy (NO NUTS OR NUT BUTTER!!!), prizes (i.e., chocolate bunnies, small stuffed 

animals, children’s books, bubbles, balls, coloring books, small board games, fast food, Dairy 

Queen or coffee shop gift cards {$5} ) 

Please bring all donations by Sunday, April 6th. 

Bring your children, grandchildren, nieces, nephews, neighbors!! 

All are welcome!  





The NWPC Adult Mission Team is looking for volunteers to assist in rehabbing houses in 

Phoenixville this year with our partner Good Works.   

 

Good Works is  a Christian nonprofit organization whose mission is: Transforming lives by 

repairing homes for low-income families and sharing the hope found in Jesus Christ. Our services are 

currently offered to homeowners in central & northern Chester County, PA.  Repairs are provided  at 

no cost to the homeowners and volunteers do most of the work. 

 

Do you have construction/handyman skills?  Perfect – your help and guidance is needed. 

No construction skills but are willing to follow directions and learn new skills?  Perfect - 

there is work for you too.  We have all sorts of skill levels. The tasks are varied so we can 

match people to available tasks.  There are always supervisors to guide/teach us.  Good 

Works provides all the tools and supervision.   

 

We have 6 project days planned which are the 3rd Thursdays of month on the following 

dates: 3/20,   4/17,  5/15,  09/18,  10/16, 11/20. You can sign up for one date or all dates. 

 

Contact Dave or Darlene Baker if interested @ dblions1980@gmail.com to learn more about 

this volunteer opportunity or to be added to our Mission Team distribution List.   

Join us for the Fun, Fellowship and Making a Difference. 

 

If you can’t volunteer but would like to donate to Good Works  

please visit https://www.goodworksinc.org/ or scan the QR code 
  
 

https://www.goodworksinc.org/


EASTER  LILIES 

 

All those interested in making donations for lilies to decorate the sanctuary at Easter please 

notify Dorothy Smith (215-343-1142) no later than Friday, April 11.  Please fill out the form 

below indicating which option you prefer: 

 

___ I am interested in making a donation (any dollar amount).  I understand the  

       lilies will be delivered to shut-ins. 

 

___ I prefer to make a donation for a lily ($10).   I understand I can pick up this  

       lily after the 9 o’clock service. 

 

As all donations will be noted in the Sunday, April 17 bulletin, please designate  

what the wording should be for you: 

 

 

               __________________________________________________________ 

                                (In memory of, from Mr. & Mrs. Smith, etc.) 

 

 

All checks should be made payable to Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church, Attn:  East-

er Lilies and forwarded to the church at 1401 Meetinghouse Road, Warminster, PA  18974. 

 

 

                                            _________________________________ 

                                                                  (Signature) 



THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY 

SUNDAY—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

                 —Worship Service  9 am Sanctuary 

                 —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

                 —Mission Team Meeting 10:30 am Lounge 

  

TUESDAY—WholyFit 6:30 pm Auditorium 

 

WEDNESDAY—Sarah Circle 9:15 am Lounge 

              —Bible Study 10 am Auditorium 

  

THURSDAY—Choir Rehearsal  7 pm 

    

SUNDAY—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

                 —Worship Service  9 am Sanctuary 

                 —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

     —Men’s Group 6 pm Lounge                    

 

Church  Staff 

Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor 

Donna Mazeika, Director of Children & Youth 

Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music 

Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music 

Marianne Tierney, Business Manager 

Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator 

Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the  

ministers  and  missionaries  of  our  faith  community, our  Pastoral  Staff  and Support 

Team provide leadership and specialized ministries. 


