NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Building Disciples; ' , Tenth Sunday after Pentecost
Serving Christ /§ August 17, 2025

Loving God;

WELCOME

HYMN NO. 543 “Abide with Me”

CALL TO WORSHIP Liturgist—Micah McGovern
One: Jesus said, “I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!”
All: We come seeking the flame of God’s truth, the light of Christ’s presence, and the
warmth of the Spirit’s love.
One: The time is now to awaken, to discern, and to respond.
All: Let us worship the living God with courage, conviction, and hope.



WORSHIP SONG “We All Need Jesus”
These days, we're so divided
Wound up, prone to fighting
Who's right, who's wrong, who gets the blame?
The cure for all the chaos
It's in the hands that made us
Deep down, we're broken all the same

(Chorus)

We all need love We all need forgiveness
We need the kindness of a friend

By our side no matter what

We all need grace We all need redemption,
We need the mercy of a Savior

Who would take us in His cross

We all need Jesus, Jesus

We all need Jesus, Jesus

We bleed the same in color

We're all sisters and brothers

God's love is in our DNA

One breath holds us together

One life to make it better

Deep down, we're broken all the same (Chorus)

(You may be seated)

SCRIPTURE READING Hebrews 11:29-12:2 (Liturgist)
»By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the
Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. ¥ By faith the walls of Jericho fell after they
had been encircled for seven days. 3 By faith Rahab the prostitute did not perish with those
who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 22 And what more should
I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David and
Samuel and the prophets, ¥who through faith conquered kingdoms, administered justice,
obtained promises, shut the mouths of lions, **quenched the power of fire, escaped the edge
of the sword, were made strong out of weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies
to flight. ®* Women received their dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to
accept release, in order to obtain a better resurrection. 3¢Others suffered mocking and



flogging and even chains and imprisonment. ¥ They were stoned to death; they were sawn in
two; they were killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute,
persecuted, tormented — 3¢ of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and
mountains and in caves and holes in the ground. * Yet all these, though they were commend-
ed for their faith, did not receive what was promised, “’since God had provided something
better so that they would not, apart from us, be made perfect. 12 Therefore, since we are sur-
rounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight and the sin that
clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance the race that is set before us, 2looking to
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith, who for the sake of the joy that was set before him
endured the cross, disregarding its shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the
throne of God.

One: The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God
WORSHIP SONG “God of Justice”

God of justice, Saviour to all

Came to rescue the weak and the poor
Chose to serve and not be served
Jesus, You have called us

Freely we’ve received now, freely we will give
We must go, live to feed the hungry

Stand beside the broken, we must go
Stepping forward, keep us from just singing
Move us into action, we must go

To act justly everyday

Loving mercy in every way

Walking humbly before You, God
You have shown us what You require

Fill us up, and send us out
Fill us up, send us out
Fill us up, and send us out, Lord (4x)



CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Donna Mazeika
(We invite all children through 5th grade to come up to the front of the Sanctuary
for a special message for them. They will then be dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,
or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.)

SPECIAL MUSIC “Gratitude” Lily & Melissa Meade

CALL TO CONFESSION (Liturgist)
Christ’s words challenge our comfort and confront our complacency. Let us come before God,
confessing the ways we resist the refining fire of grace and the call to faithful living.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Liturgist)
Holy God, You call us to read the signs of the times, but we turn away from hard truths.
You bring fire to refine and awaken, but we prefer safety over transformation. You speak of
division that reveals deeper loyalty, but we cling to peace that avoids conflict. Forgive us, O
God. Kindle in us a holy passion for justice, a discerning spirit to follow your way, and a
boldness to live as your faithful people. Amen.

(Please take a moment of silent confession)

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Liturgist)
One: Hear the good news: Christ does not abandon us to our failures. He walks with us
through fire and division, offering grace that restores and love that endures. In Jesus

Christ, we are forgiven.
All: Thanks be to God!

(Please stand if you are able)
RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(You may be seated)



PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
Jesus calls us to respond to the urgency of God’s kingdom. One way we respond is through
our giving—offering our resources to support ministries of truth, compassion, and transfor-

OFFERTORY Suzanne Zak Carver
(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.
We would be honored if today's service could be our gift to you.)

(Please stand if you are able)

DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Refining God, Bless these gifts and use them to kindle your work in the world. May they fuel
ministries that speak truth, serve with love, and challenge injustice. And may our lives be
offerings of faithfulness, burning brightly with your Spirit. Amen.

(You may be seated)



SCRIPTURE READING Luke 12:49-56

#“] have come to cast fire upon the earth, and how I wish it were already ablaze! *I have a
baptism with which to be baptized, and what constraint I am under until it is
completed! 5'Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell you, but
rather division! > From now on five in one household will be divided, three against two and
two against three; ¥*they will be divided: father against son and son against father, mother
against daughter and daughter against mother, mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law
and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” % He also said to the crowds, “When you see a
cloud rising in the west, you immediately say, ‘It is going to rain,” and so it happens. 5 And
when you see the south wind blowing, you say, “There will be scorching heat,” and it
happens. % You hypocrites! You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but
why do you not know how to interpret the present time?

One: The Word of God for the people of God
All: Thanks be to God
SERMON “Welcome Fire? Welcome Fire!”

Rev. Judith Brackett

(Please stand if you are able)

HYMN NO. 447 “Lead On, O King Eternal”

CHARGE

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one
evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted. Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and
mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's
child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

BLESSING

Go now into the world as people awakened by the Spirit. Let the fire of Christ burn in your
hearts—a fire of truth, of courage, of love. Read the signs, speak the truth, and live with
bold faith. And may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion
of the Holy Spirit be with you now and always. Amen.



Rev. Judith Brackett is a second career PCUSA pastor. Before entering Princeton Theological
Seminary in 2010, Judith taught for over 20 years at schools in New York City, Philadelphia,
and Bryn Mawr, Pennsylvania.

Born and raised in rural Maine, she was active in the local mission church which formed her
sensibilities for ministry. Since ordination, Judith has been an associate pastor at a church in
Glenside, PA; led a predominately African American congregation in Philadelphia;
ministered to children, youth, and their families at a church in Ardmore. PA; and served as
transitional pastor at Supplee Presbyterian Church in Maple Glen, PA.

Judith delights in making Mediterranean food, creating hospitable places, and writing
spiritual prose. She joyfully practices the theology of the table - an understanding that every
table where people gather can be an extension of Christ’s table, a satisfying feast for the
soul.
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Prayer Concerns: Ginny Wisler (cousin of Sally Traubel)
Rich McNeeley (cousin of Sally Traubel)
Woody Daeche (neighbor of Dave & Darlene Baker)
Mary Whitehead
Paul Abraham (friend of Maggie & David Bingham)
Family of Brenda Snyder (friend of Wendy Wirsch)
Brian Vandyke
Family of Rick Becker (brother of Sandee Wilson)
Miranda Rangel (stepdaughter of Deborah Kapinos)
Marion Sutton (friend of Wendy Wirsch)
Joyce Conover (friend of Wendy Wirsch)
Family of Sean Laird (nephew of Bill Watson)
Jeanne Witkoski (sister of Bill Watson)
Frank Moore (friend of Wendy Wirsch)
Kayla (friend of Sandee Wilson)
Sue Ellen Nolan (sister of Bill Watson)
Peter Clayton
Paulette Gold (friend of Sandee Wilson)
Rich McLaughlin (friend of Bill Watson)
Larry & Buck Arnold (friends of Sandee Wilson)
Lois Williams (friend of Nina Resavage)

Ongoing Concerns: Connie Reisinger
Cathy Roushey
Rima Mironas
Cathy Shaheen
David Rankin
Debbie Edwards
Kerry Zimmerman
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PULPIT FLOWERS
The pulpit flowers are given in memory of her brother, James S. Hafner by Cheryl Hafner;
and given to the glory of God. Deacons Dennis Forbes & Doris Rowley will deliver the
flowers. Each week the flowers can be a bright moment for someone needing prayers or
praise. If anyone in the congregation has a person in mind to give the pulpit flowers to,
please let the Deacons delivering the flowers this week know.

Pulpit flowers are needed for August 31, September 14th, 21st and October 5th. If you are
interested in donating pulpit flowers, please contact Dorothy Smith at 215-343-1142.

VBS FAM-JAM (Please note additional mission project)

In lieu of 4 day VBS this summer, we are going to do 2 consecutive Sundays of “VBS
FamJam.” They will happen on August 17t and 24t from 3pm — 6pm and we encourage the
entire family to participate. The event will include singing, story, craft, mission project....
closing with singing, dinner, group activity and dessert. Hot dogs and hamburgers will be
provided for dinner and we will be asking families to provide sides, salad or dessert. Please
put these dates on your calendar! Invite your extended family, friends and neighbors to join
us. We invite you to participate even if you do not have children! Our mission project for
August 24" is to make personal care bags for people in prison. They need the following
items: Men’s large or XL t-shirts, Men’s large or XL underwear, Men’s white socks, Men’'s
deodorant, small bottle lotion, tube of toothpaste, toothbrush, bar of soap, gallon Ziplock
bags.

PHILLIES BASEBALL GAME
Phillies Bus Trip Reminder. Bus leaves for the Phillies game on Tuesday, August 19 at 3:30
p.m. SHARP... We'll return back at the church around 10:30 p.m. You can bring along food
but no bottles or glass containers. For the ladies only small purses are allowed. Clear bags
are highly recommended. If you want to purchase food or other items, a credit card is the
only acceptable form of payment. If you have any questions, please contact Dorothy Smith at
215-343-1142 or email her at drsmith524@verizon.net.

THE COMPASSIONATE FRIENDS
The Compassionate Friends is a support group for grieving parents and grandparents. The
purpose of the group is to provide support to grieving parents through this extremely
difficult time. A co leader, who has also lost a child, facilitates the meeting. The group meets
the third Wednesday of every month in the lounge from 7:00—8:30 pm. For additional
information please contact Jan Millin at 215-820-3506 or janmkel2@gmail.com.


mailto:drsmith524@verizon.net

JOHN WESLEY (FOUNDER OF THE METHODIST CHURCH)
The William Tennent House Association will host David Barto, as John Wesley founder of the

Methodist Church. David will share Wesley’s faith in God including his dramatic saving
from a house fire and when he feared for his life when he sailed for America. This event was
scheduled be held in the auditorium on Saturday, June 21+t at 7PM, but do to the storm we
had it has been rescheduled for Saturday, September 6" at 7PM in the auditorium.
Refreshments will be served. The cost is $10 and $12 at the door. Baked goodies from the
wonderful Neshaminy bakers would be greatly appreciated. For more information or
questions, contact Wendy Wirsch at 267-261-1274 or wbw42451@gmail.com.

S ‘&i@:ﬁ: ; JOIN US FOR A SPECIAL MUSIC NIGHT AT NWPC!

We ar®thrilled to invite you to a special evening filled with melodious performances at the
NWPC MUSICFEST. This event will be held on Saturday, October 4th at 6 PM.

Our church is blessed with a variety of musical talents, and this 60-minute program offers
musicians within our community a wonderful opportunity to showcase their gifts. The even-
ing will conclude with delicious desserts, supporting our ongoing music programs.

If you sing or play an instrument, we encourage you to join us! Accompanists will be availa-
ble. To sign up, please register with Suzanne Zak Carver at (215) 343-6060 ext 104 or via email
at Suzanne.zak@nwpc.net.
Come, share your talent and enjoy the harmonious spirit of our community.
We look forward to seeing you there!

FINANCIAL UPDATE
It is a pleasure to report that our financial outlook for this year and current contributions are
close to our budget. August, September, and October are often the time of year when our
cash intake is slowest, so any efforts to get monthly contributions into the office will be
appreciated.

Income Expenses Net Result
Member
Contributions Total Income
YTD as of
7/31/25 295,520 373,284 401,487 (28,202)
YTD as of
7/31/24 282,913 367,218 398,957 (31,738)
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repairing homes and restoring hope

The NWPC Adult Mission Team is looking for volunteers to assist in rehabbing houses in
Phoenixville this year with our partner Good Works.

Good Works is a Christian nonprofit organization whose mission is: Transforming lives by repair-
ing homes for low-income families and sharing the hope found in Jesus Christ. Our services are cur-
rently offered to homeowners in central & northern Chester County, PA. Repairs are provided at
no cost to the homeowners and volunteers do most of the work.

Do you have construction/handyman skills? Perfect — your help and guidance is needed.
No construction skills but are willing to follow directions and learn new skills? Perfect -
there is work for you too. We have all sorts of skill levels. The tasks are varied so we can
match people to available tasks. There are always supervisors to guide/teach us. Good
Works provides all the tools and supervision.

We have 3 remaining project days this year which are the 3¢ Thursdays of month on the
following dates: 09/18, 10/16, 11/20
You can sign up for one date or all dates.

Contact Dave or Darlene Baker if interested @ dblions1980@gmail.com to learn more about
this volunteer opportunity or to be added to our Mission Team distribution List.
Join us for the Fun, Fellowship and Making a Difference.

If you can’t volunteer but would like to donate to Good Works
please visit https://www.goodworksinc.org/ or scan the QR code

OFFICE SCHEDULE
We hope you won’t be inconvenienced but due to staff vacations and schedules, the office
may not be open during our normal business hours during the Summer. Please call ahead
to check on availability if you need assistance from the office.

BULLETIN ANNOUNCMENTS
Any written announcements for the bulletin for August 31st, September 7th, and September
14th need to be given to Cheryl Overton by Monday, August 25th.


https://www.goodworksinc.org/

THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY

SUNDAY —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge
—Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary
—Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium
—VBS FamJam 3 pm—6 pm

TUESDAY — Leaving for Phillies Game 3:30 pm
—WholyFit 6:30 pm Auditorium

SUNDAY —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge
—Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary
—Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium
—VBS FamJam 3 pm—6 pm

" |
ONLINE: ON YOUR PHONE: ENVELOPE:
WWW.HWPB.I’IEt « DOpen the camera on your phone
< Pagint the camera at the OR code 1401 Meetinghouse Road,
* Follow phone prompts to give Warminster PA 18974

via credit card

Church Staff
Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor
Donna Mazeika, Director of Children & Youth
Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music
Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music
Marianne Tierney, Business Manager
Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator

Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the
ministers and missionaries of our faith community, our Pastoral Staff and Support
Team provide leadership and specialized ministries.



