NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Loving God; .
Second Sunday in Lent

Building Disciples;
Serving Christ /J March 1, 2026

WELCOME

HYMN NO. 280 “Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound”

CALL TO WORSHIP Liturgist-Linda Goodman
One: Come, seekers and skeptics, disciples and doubters —come, all who arrive in the day

All:

One:

All

light and all who slip in by night. God meets us here.
We come because our hearts are restless and our questions are many. We come
hoping for wisdom, for clarity, for a word that brings life.
The Spirit of God is already moving —like wind that cannot be captured, like breath that
gives life, like water that washes us into new beginnings.
: We long to be born anew —to shed what is weary and worn, to rise into the grace God
offers, to trust the love that holds the world.

One: For God so loved the world —not in theory, not in abstraction, but in flesh and blood —

All

that God gave the Son so that all might know life abundant and eternal.
: We come to stand in that love, to be shaped by that love, to be sent in that love.

One: Let us worship God, who calls us into mystery, meets us with mercy, and leads us into

life.



WORSHIP SONG “Lord Reign in Me”
Over all the earth You reign on high
Every mountain stream every sunset sky
But my one request Lord my only aim
Is that You reign in me again

Chorus:

Lord reign in me

Reign in Your power

Over all my dreams

In my darkest hour

You are the Lord

Ofalll am

So won’t You reign in me again

Over every thought over every word

May my life reflect the beauty of my Lord

‘Cause you mean more to me than any earthly thing
So won't You reign in me again (Chorus)

(You may be seated)

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 121 (Liturgist)
T lift up my eyes to the hills—from where will my help come? My help comes from
the Lorp, who made heaven and earth. *He will not let your foot be moved; he who keeps
you will not slumber. *He who keeps Israel will neither slumber nor sleep. >The Lorp is your
keeper; the Lorp is your shade at your right hand. ¢The sun shall not strike you by day nor
the moon by night. “"The Lorp will keep you from all evil; he will keep your life.

8The Lorp will keep your going out and your coming in from this time on and forevermore.
One: The Word of the Lord
All: Thanks be to God



WORSHIP SONG

JOYFUL NOISE CHOIR
(Children are now dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,
or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.)

CHOIR ANTHEM

CALL TO CONFESSION

“Son of God”
Hold my hand and walk with me
You're the light that makes me see
On this path my soul you lead
O my shepherd walk with me

My Saviour, Glorious one

My Redeemer, Living in my heart
Now and forever, Your kingdom come
Jesus Son of God

I need you more than breath

You're my hope in you I live

Angels worship at your throne

Power and glory to you alone (Chorus)

Jesus, O Jesus

Holy is the Lamb of God

Jesus, O Jesus

Worthy is the Lamb of God (Chorus)

“Deep Cries Out”

“By Our Love”

(Liturgist)

God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but so that the world might be
saved through him. Trusting in this mercy, let us confess our sin before God and one another.



PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Liturgist)
Merciful God, we confess that we often come to you like Nicodemus —curious, cautious,
and unsure. We cling to what we can control and resist the new life you offer. You call us to
be born from above, yet we remain tethered to old habits, old fears, and old assumptions.
You send your Spirit to move freely among us, but we close the windows of our hearts.
Forgive us, O God. Lift us into the light of your grace, renew us by your Spirit, and reshape
us into people who trust your love and live your good news. Amen.

(Please take a moment of silent confession)

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS (Liturgist)
Friends, hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that
everyone who trusts in him may not perish but have eternal life. In Jesus Christ, we are
forgiven, renewed, and set free.

(Please stand if you are able)

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE “Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

(You may be seated)
PASTORAL PRAYER

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we
forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is
the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING
God'’s love for the world is generous, expansive, and life-giving. In gratitude for this love—

and in hope for the world God is redeeming —let us offer our gifts, our lives, and our hearts to
God.

OFFERTORY “Sing to the Lord a New Song” Jubilate Singers
(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.
We would be honored if today's service could be our gift to you.)

(Please stand if you are able)



DOXOLOGY “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION
Gracious God, you have given us everything—life, breath, and the promise of new birth in
your Spirit. Receive these gifts, and use them to bring healing, hope, and renewal to your
world. Make us signs of your love, so that all may glimpse the life you freely give through
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

(You may be seated)

SCRIPTURE READING John 3:1-17

3 Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by
night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God, for no
one can do these signs that you do unless God is with that person.” 3Jesus answered him,
“Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being born from
above.” *Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one
enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” >Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell
you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit.  What is
born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I
said to you, “You must be born from above.” 8 The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear
the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” °Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand
these things? ' “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have
seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. 2If I have told you about earthly things and you
do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? *No one has ascended
into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of Man. * And just as Moses
lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, >that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.'*“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. '7“Indeed,
God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in order that the world
might be saved through him.

One: The Word of God for the people of God
All: Thanks be to God



SERMON “Where Does My Help Come From?”
Rev. Lynn Parks

(Please stand if you are able)

HYMN NO. 85 “What Wondrous Love Is This”

CHARGE Rev. Lynn Parks
Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one
evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted. Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and
mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's
child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

BLESSING Rev. Lynn Parks
May the God who loved the world beyond measure fill you with grace. May Christ, lifted
up for our sake, draw you into the fullness of life. May the Spirit, blowing where it will,
renew your heart and guide your steps. Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION by Philip Loewen

May the peace of the Lord be in your heart as you go, and through the days to come, there
abide. May He lead you that in your life His will may be done; the Spirit of the Lord be your
guide. May God'’s love always lift you, in His mercy, comfort give, as through life’s joys and
trials, you roam. May our Father in heaven bless His children each day, ‘til the day He calls
His children home. Amen.

Pastor Mark is away this week, participating as a leader at a weekend retreat at Johnsonburg
Presbyterian Camp.
Pastor Lynn Parks, guest preacher—welcome!

We are blessed to have Pastor Lynn Parks preaching for us this morning. Lynn serves as Pastor
at Oxford Circle Mennonite Church in Philadelphia and was previously the Pastor of Visitation
at NWPC from 2007 to 2017. She holds a degree from Regent University School of Divinity, is a
certified life coach, and is trained as a facilitator with the American Bible Society Trauma
Healing Institute. Alongside her husband Vandy, she has worked as a missionary and church
planter in London, England; Cologne, Germany; and Philadelphia. Lynn's family includes her
daughter Bethannie, who is married to Kevin, and two grandchildren. The family also has a
black lab named Belle and a cat named Shadow. Lynn enjoys spending time with her loved
ones, reading, teaching, cooking, taking walks with Belle, and exploring new places with Vandy.



Prayer Concerns:

Ongoing Concerns:
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Family of Madeline Schollmeyer
Family of Rich McNeeley
Family of Lois Williams
Bill M.

Elizabeth Schulli

Wanda Warwick

Tony Witkosky

Jessica Hess

Tom Curfman

Mick & Larry Arnold
Karen Deloia

Jerry Furr
Kim Roberts
Cyndee Carr

Debbie Watson
Charles Sutton
Connie Reisinger
Rima Mironas
Cathy Shaheen
David Rankin
Debbie Edwards
Kerry Zimmerman

Karin Hart
Crystal Ceneviva
Tom Ceneviva
Rhonda Auman
Steve Weirback
Maria D. Andres
Dave Cochran
Michele Malone
Edna Reiss

Gary Crim
Ginny Wisler
Paul Abraham
Miranda Rangel
Marion Sutton

L
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PULPIT FLOWERS

The pulpit flowers are given in memory of loved ones from Marge Louderback; and given in
celebration of Natalee’s 8th birthday and Chelsea and Keith Rounds 14th wedding
anniversary by Jan & George Rounds. Barbara Louderback & Logan Schmidt will deliver the
flowers. Each week the flowers can be a bright moment for someone needing prayers or
praise. If anyone in the congregation has a person in mind to give the pulpit flowers to,
please let the Deacons delivering the flowers this week know.



WEDNESDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
Strength to Love by Martin Luther King Jr.
10:00 A.M. in the Auditorium
"If there is one book Martin Luther King, Jr. has written that people consistently
tell me has changed their lives, it is Strength to Love.” Coretta Scott King

During our Bible study in this season of Epiphany, we will reflect on Dr. Martin Luther King
Jr’s famous book, Strength to Love. Dr. King believed that real change in society starts when
people courageously choose to do what is right. He wrote, “By reaching into and beyond
ourselves and tapping the transcendent moral ethic of love, we shall overcome these evils.” The
short sermons and messages in this book were written during hard times, some even while Dr.
King was in jail. Through his words, he shares his strong commitment to justice and explains
how important it is to change our minds and hearts. His sermons serve as an excellent guide for
Christians, both in his era and in ours.

1A

00 YEARS

1726-2026

1766 Charles Beatty was sent with a Christian Indian interpreter thirty miles west of Pittsburgh
to visit the frontier settlements and the Indian tribes. The two men crossed the Allegheny River
by canoe. Beatty reported back that large numbers of people were “earnestly desirous” to form
themselves into congregations. He said the Indians of the Delaware nation received him “much
more cheerfully than they could have expected” and listened to the Gospel with “peculiar
attention.” He kept a journal that was intended to be a factual account of the religious state of
the inhabitants but also included some interesting sidenotes. One entry noted “My horse being
very weak, I was obliged to travel a good part of the day on foot... Having a little meal made
of Indian corn, parched, I took a spoonful or two of it, mixed with water, and drank it, and was
enabled to travel on foot today about twenty-five miles.” “While I was preaching, and the peo-
ple were very attentive, we were alarmed by a rattlesnake creeping into the house...”



SAVE THE DATES!

NEXT MEN’S GROUP MEETING, MARCH 8TH at 6pm

We invite you to join us in the lounge for our engaging monthly Men’s Group. This gathering
provides an opportunity for meaningful conversation and connection among
participants. During this month’s meeting, we will focus on the biblical perspective of what it
means to be human. Together, we will consider important questions such as: Who are we
created to be? Why were we created in the first place? Our discussion will also include a
comparison between the biblical understanding of humanity and the beliefs about human
nature found in other ancient world religions. This comparative approach will help us reflect
deeply on our own faith and broaden our perspective.

. EASTER EGG HUNT
: Palm Sunday, March 29%

@
@

MAUNDY THURSDAY WORSHIP SERVICE

Our Maundy Thursday service will be held at 7:30 PM, April 2rd at Warminster Presbyterian
Church, 500 Madison Ave, Warminster, PA 18974. We will again join Warminster and Olney
Presbyterian Churches for this service.

Maundy Thursday, also known as Holy Thursday, commemorates the Last Supper that Jesus
shared with his disciples before his crucifixion. It is a significant day in the Christian calendar,
marking the institution of the Lord's Supper and Jesus' commandment to love and serve one
another, as he washed the disciples' feet during this meal. The word "Maundy" comes from the
Latin "mandatum,” meaning "commandment," referring to this new commandment Jesus gave
to his followers.
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repairing homes and restoring hope

The NWPC Adult Mission Team is looking for volunteers to assist in rehabbing houses in
Phoenixville this year with our partner Good Works.

Good Works is a Christian nonprofit organization whose mission is: Transforming lives by repairing
homes for low-income families and sharing the hope found in Jesus Christ. Our services are currently
offered to homeowners in central & northern Chester County, PA. Repairs are provided at no cost to
the homeowners and volunteers do most of the work.

Do you have construction/handyman skills? Perfect — your help and guidance is needed.

No construction skills but can follow directions and want to learn new skills? Perfect - there
is work for you too. We have all sorts of skill levels. The tasks are varied so we can match
people to available tasks. There are always supervisors to guide/teach us. Good Works pro-
vides all the tools and supervision.

The 2026 projects dates are (3 Thursday of month): 3/19, 5/21, 09/17, 10/15, 11/19
4th Thursday of month: 4/23

You can sign up for one date or all dates.
Contact Dave or Darlene Baker if interested @ dblions1980@gmail.com to learn more about
this volunteer opportunity or to be added to our Mission Team distribution List.

Join us for Fun, Fellowship and Making a Difference.

If you can’t volunteer but would like to donate to Good Works please visit https://
www.goodworksinc.org/ or scan the QR code



https://www.goodworksinc.org/
https://www.goodworksinc.org/

EASTER LILIES

All those interested in making donations for lilies to decorate the sanctuary at Easter please
notify Dorothy Smith (215-343-1142) no later than Friday, March 27. Please fill out the form
below indicating which option you prefer:

___T'am interested in making a donation (any dollar amount). I understand the
lilies will be delivered to shut-ins.

___I'prefer to make a donation for a lily ($10). Iunderstand I can pick up this
lily after the 9 o’clock service.

As all donations will be noted in the Sunday, April 5 bulletin, please designate
what the wording should be for you:

(In memory of, from Mr. & Mrs. Smith, etc.)

All checks should be made payable to Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church, Attn: East-
er Lilies and forwarded to the church at 1401 Meetinghouse Road, Warminster, PA 18974.




THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY

SUNDAY —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge
—Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary
—Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium
—Youth Group 6 pm Youth Room

MONDAY —Session Meeting 7 pm Lounge
TUESDAY —WholyFit 6:30 pm Auditorium
WEDNESDAY —Bible Study 10 am Auditorium
THURSDAY —Choir Rehearsal 7 pm Choir Room
SUNDAY —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge
—Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary

—Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium
—Men's Group 6 pm Lounge
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ONLINE: ON YOUR PHONE: ENVELOPE:
www.nwp[:.net < Dpen the camera on your phone
« Paint the camera at the OR code 1401 Meetinghouse Road,
« Follow phone prompts to give Warminster PA 18974

via credit card

Church Staff
Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor
Donna Mazeika, Director of Children & Youth
Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music
Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music
Marianne Tierney, Business Manager
Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator
Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the
ministers and missionaries of our faith community, our Pastoral Staff and Support
Team provide leadership and specialized ministries.



