
1600s

1681 Pennsylvania is 
Established
King Charles II of 
England grants a charter 
to William Penn for the 
province known as 
Pennsylvania.  In 1682, it 
is divided into three 
counties:  Bucks, 
Chester, and 
Philadelphia.

1706 First Presbytery in America
Seven ministers, led by Francis Makemie, 
come together to form the colonies’ first 
General Presbytery, meeting in the building 
of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Philadelphia, known as “Old Buttonwood.” 

In 1710, the Presbytery sends a letter to its 
counterpart in Dublin, Ireland, bemoaning 
the fact that there are only 12 churches of 
faith south and west of New York, and most 
are so feeble that they lack a pastor.

1726 The Founding of Neshaminy 
Church
Reverend William Tennent moves to 
Bucks County and travels up the 
Neshaminy Creek, to the area near 
the forks, where there are enough 
Scotch-Irish Presbyterians to 
organize a congregation.  He holds 
worship services about three miles 
from the present church site in a 
house in the winter and a barn in 
the summer.  

Circa 1735 The Log College
William Tennent builds a school 
for the education of young men 
in theology and the classics, 
training them to be ministers.  
Made of logs, the school known 
as “The Log College” is the first 
college in Pennsylvania and the 
first Presbyterian theological 
seminary in America. At the 
time, the only colleges in the 
colonies were Harvard, Yale, 
and William and Mary.

1731 Neshaminy Cemetery
The church documents the 
first burial in the cemetery.

1741 Church Schism
American presbyteries divide into two factions:  the “New 
Side,” which supports evangelistic services and the 
unconventional ministerial training of Tennent’s Log 
College, and the “Old Side,“ which opposes these practices 
as disorderly and unscholarly.  Neshaminy Church also 
splits into New and Old Sides.  

1727 The First Church Building
The congregation builds the first 
meeting house, a stone building 
40 feet by 30 feet, on the grounds 
of the present cemetery. All that 
remains today is the original 
datestone, now embedded in the 
cemetery wall.

Wm. Luther 
Schmalhorst 
1908 – 1909

Ernest D. Moritz 
1972 – 1982

Ronald P. 
Salfen 

1990 – 1996

Russell C. 
Sullivan, Jr. 
1998 – 2005

James L. 
Mechem

 1962 – 1966

Blair R. Monie 
1973 – 1975 

Jay 
Hollinsworth

1975 – 1980 

James K. 
Wellman, Jr. 
1985 – 1989

Julie Holmes 
Friedman

1993 – 1999

1737 The Walking 
Purchase
William Penn’s sons and 
agents acquire land from 
the Lenape tribes 
comprising 1.2 million 
acres from Wrightstown 
to Mauch Chunk (present-
day Jim Thorpe).  While 
the Lenape had agreed to 
sell an amount of land 
that could be covered by a 
man walking in a day and 
a half, Penn’s agents hired 
the fastest runners they 
could find to maximize 
the land acquisition.

1756 Beatty’s Influence
Pastor Charles Beatty travels to frontier 
settlements west of Pittsburgh during his 
tenure.  He briefly serves as chaplain for 
Benjamin Franklin during the French and 
Indian War and preaches the first Protestant 
sermon west of the Allegheny mountains.

Beatty returns to Bucks County in 1758 and 
reunites Neshaminy’s “Old Side” and “New 
Side” members. The reunited congregation 
uses the new larger meeting house. Beatty is 
also influential in establishing a public 
library in Hatboro.

1746 Log College Closure
The Log College closes after 
William Tennent’s death.  

1777 Revolutionary War Hospital
The Continental Army uses the church as a shelter for the 
sick and wounded during Washington’s encampment in 
Hartsville.  The Army also holds a military court martial in 
the sanctuary.  Soldiers who died during the encampment 
are buried in Neshaminy Cemetery.

1785 Steamboat
John Fitch, a member of the congregation, 
invents the first steamboat.

1754 – 1763 French and Indian War
The Lenni Lenape side with the French 
due to the Walking Purchase.

1765 Stamp Act 
Colonists are enraged 
by taxation without 
representation.

1789 George Washington
Washington becomes the 
first president.

1746 College of New Jersey Opens 
The College of New Jersey, later Princeton 
University, opens four months after Tennent’s 
death.  Four of Tennent’s students - two of his 
sons and two others - are charter members of 
the school’s board of trustees.  Log College 
graduate Samuel Finley becomes the school’s 
fifth president.

1787 United States Constitution
The U.S. Constitution is written in 
1787 and ratified in 1788. The Bill 
of Rights is added in 1791.

1776 Declaration of Independence
The colonies declare independence from the British 
on July 4th, 1776.  Washington crosses the Delaware 
River on Christmas day.

1777 Washington’s Encampment in Hartsville
Washington’s army of 11,000 men encamps in 
Warwick Township. The encampment reaches 
from Old York Road to both sides of Bristol Road 
from Mearns Road to Meetinghouse Roads. 
Washington makes his headquarters at the home 
of Hannah Moland and is joined there for the 
first time by the Marquis de Lafayette and 
Casimir Pulaski.  

1810 Irwin’s Influence
Pastor Nathaniel Irwin is instrumental 
in getting the county seat moved from 
Newtown to Doylestown.  He also 
plays a role in the creation of the 
Almshouse and performs the first 
marriage ceremony there.

1839 Second Church 
Schism
The Neshaminy 
congregation splits 
following a controversy in 
choosing a successor to 
Robert Belville. In 1842,  
the break-away group 
builds a new sanctuary on 
Old York Road in 
Hartsville, becoming 
“Neshaminy Church of 
Warminster.”  The group 
that remains in the 
Meetinghouse Road 
building is “Neshaminy 
Church of Warwick.”

1842 Church 
Renovations
The church replaces 
the original colonial 
windows with peaked 
stained glass Gothic 
windows and builds a 
vestibule.

1849 Lecture Room
The Neshaminy-Warwick church builds 
a lecture room on Old York Road in 
Hartsville which becomes a social 
center for the community. During the 
Civil War, the Ladies’ Aid Society uses 
this building to supply quilts, food, and 
clothing to sick and wounded soldiers.  
The building is sold in 1927 to the 
Hartsville Fire Company.

1876 Church History
Reverend D.K. Turner publishes a definitive 
history of the church in commemoration of 
the church’s 150th anniversary.

1800s U.S. Expansion
1803  Louisiana Purchase
1804  Lewis and Clark expedition
1823  Monroe Doctrine
1830  Indian Removal Act

1810 New Bucks County Seat 
Representatives of the 
Pennsylvania legislature select 
Doylestown as the new county 
seat. County government 
operations move from 
Newtown to Doylestown in 
1813 with the completion of 
the county courthouse.

1834 Public Education
Pennsylvania passes a 
law providing free public 
education to all children.

1844 Methodist Church Split
The Methodist Church splits into North 
and South due to positions on slavery.

1808 Bucks County Almshouse
Construction begins on the 
poorhouse, the present-day site 
of  the Neshaminy Manor 
complex on Easton and 
Almshouse Roads.

1827 The Delaware Canal
Workers break ground for the 
first canal water route in Bucks 
County.  Completed in 1832, the 
waterway runs from Bristol to 
Easton, creating a major 
transportation channel.

Mid-1800s Further U.S. 
Expansion
1845 Annexation of Texas
1850  California becomes a state

1792 Original Church 
Building Demolished
The original 1727 church 
building, no longer in use, 
is torn down and the 
material is used to repair 
the cemetery wall.

Nathaniel  Irwin
1774 – 1812 

1775 Church Renovations
The congregation significantly 
enlarges the church building to 
accommodate growing membership.

1871 Cemetery Chapel
The church builds the cemetery chapel, 
with John Wanamaker donating the large 
circular window over the front door.

1873 Church Manse
The church purchases the farm next to 
the cemetery for use as a manse.

1850s – 1870s Church 
Improvements
The church makes multiple 
improvements in the 1850s, ‘60s, 
and ‘70s, including carpeting, 
window shades, a slate roof, a 
picket fence for the property, six 
horse sheds, and a covered porch.

Douglas K. Turner
1848 – 1873

1892 Ellis Island
Ellis Island opens to process 
the great wave of immigrants, 
primarily coming from 
southern and eastern Europe. 

1861 – 1865 The Civil War
1861  Confederates fire on Fort Sumter

1861  Camp Lacey is established in 
Doylestown to train recruits for 
the “Bucks County Regiment” 

1915 New Sunday 
School Building
The church erects a 
new Sunday School 
Building which is 
used until 1951.

1939 Church Reunification
After 100 years of being split, the two sides of the 
church reunite, and the Warminster sanctuary is 
demolished.  The reunited congregation worships in 
the 1743 Warwick sanctuary.

Robert B. Belville
1813 – 1838 

1818 Belville’s Influence
Pastor Robert Belville 
organizes the first Sabbath 
Schools, providing religious 
instruction to children at 
schoolhouses across the area. 
The church also forms its first 
choir during his tenure.

Albert E. 
Stuart 

1910 – 1923

Robert T. 
Lynd 

1924 – 1928

1986 Country Fair
The church holds its first “Country 
Fair,” a community event featuring 
food, games, shopping, and fellowship.  
Homemade apple butter is a favorite 
item.  Proceeds directly benefit 
missions.  The fairs continue annually 
for 33 years.

1950s New Buildings and Renovations
The church enters a robust period of growth and 
expands its facilities accordingly.

1951 Erection of a new Sunday School Building and 
auditorium

1952 Construction of a new sexton’s house

1953 Sale of the old manse next to the church 
cemetery on Bristol Road

1954 Construction of a new manse on the church 
grounds

1955 Erection of Tennwood Lodge

1956 Addition of a new 3-car garage for the manse

1957 New Sunday School Wing
The church builds a new Sunday School wing 
to accommodate burgeoning Sunday School 
enrollment, which increased nearly six-fold in 
the decade prior to its construction

1950s Robust Growth and Church Activities
Church membership and Sunday School 
enrollment grow significantly following the baby 
boom and population increases in surrounding 
townships. 
1954 Women’s groups organize into eight “circles”
1954 The Clipper Club’s popular annual ham 

dinner serves more than 1,000 people
1959 Summer evening lawn services draw up to 

1,000 people, including some from 30 area 
Presbyterian churches

Frank N. 
Watson 

1957 – 1963

Beverly A. Zink 
1979 – 1991

Thomas C. 
Truscott

1984 – 1988

George T. 
Brecht, III 

1981 – 1985

2007 - 2008 Sanctuary Improvements and Repairs
The church installs central air conditioning in the sanctuary, and completes 
necessary structural repairs, including truss reinforcements and installation 
of balcony support pillars.

2009 - 2012 Church Renovations
The church completes extensive renovations which 
include updating the main entrance; enlarging the 
foyer; updating hallways; adding an elevator, 
bathrooms, and a new lounge; renovating offices; 
repairing the sanctuary ceiling; and creating a 
meeting space for the youth groups.

1930s 
Summer 
Lawn 
Services
Pastor vanden 
Bosch begins 
summer lawn 
services.

1927 Log College 
Celebration
Philadelphia area 
presbyteries 
celebrate the 200th 
anniversary of the 
Log College, 
dedicating a 
monument with a 
listing of 63 schools 
that owe their 
beginnings to the 
little school.

1900s Church Renovations
The congregation changes the arrangement of the pews in 
the sanctuary. They remove the small white colonial pews 
with red cushions and mahogany rails.  These had extended 
wall to wall, separated by two interior aisles.  They install new 
longer pews, configured with one center aisle and two side 
aisles. This updated configuration remains in place today.

1889 Log College 
Celebration
President Benjamin 
Harrison, Postmaster 
General John Wanamaker, 
and Governor James Beaver 
come to the site of the Log 
College to honor its founder.  
The crowd is estimated to be 
between 12,000 and 25,000.

William K. Preston
1885 – 1903

1970 Christian 
Education Wing
The congregation 
lays the cornerstone 
of the education 
building wing, which 
links the main church 
to the older sections 
of the church school.

1969 New Coalition Choir
The church forms the New 
Coalition choir for high school 
youth, drawing members from 
the church and the surrounding 
community. The contemporary 
Christian music group embarks 
on annual concert tours from 
1971 through 1987.

1900s Henry Mercer’s Influence
1906 Doylestown native Henry 

Mercer designs the tile floor for 
the new Capitol in Harrisburg

1913 Construction begins on the 
Mercer Museum in Doylestown

1929 – 1939 The Great Depression
The country experiences the longest and 
deepest economic downturn in the 
history of the United States.

1935 Social Security Act passed

1938  Fair Labor Standards Act sets the 
minimum wage at 25 cents per hour

Transportation and Technology Advances
1901  Marconi transmits the first radio signal 

across the Atlantic Ocean
1903  The Wright Brothers complete the first 

flight in Kitty Hawk
1927  Lindbergh flies nonstop from New York 

to Paris

1920 19th Amendment
Women obtain the right 
to vote.

1939 – 1945 Second World War
World War II results in 70 – 85 
million deaths, including nearly  
6 million Jews killed in the 
Holocaust.

1955 Hurricanes
Hurricanes Connie and 
Diane cause a major flood 
on the Delaware River, 
which rises 24 feet above 
normal. Multiple towns 
along Neshaminy Creek 
are devastated.

1941 U.S. enters the war 
following the Japanese 
bombing of Pearl Harbor

1945 United Nations 
established

1947 Cold War era begins and 
lasts until 1991

1950 – 1953 
Korean War

1954 – 1968 Civil Rights 
Movement
1963  Martin Luther King 

delivers his “I have 
a Dream” speech

Technology Advances
1975  Microsoft Corporation founded
1976  First home video cassette recorder
1976  First Apple personal computer
1979  Sony Walkman introduced

1969 Moon Landing
Neil Armstrong is the first 
man to walk on the moon.

1965 – 1973 Vietnam War
U.S. involvement in Vietnam 
results in social unrest.

Technology Advances
1990  Hubble Space Telescope launched
1993  World Wide Web introduced
1995  Amazon and eBay launched
1997  WiFi becomes publicly available

End of Cold War Era
1989 Berlin Wall dividing East 

and West Germany falls
1991 Soviet Union formally 

dissolved

1990 – 
1991 
Gulf War

Technology Advances
2010  Apple iPad introduced
2014  Amazon Alexa introduced
2020  Remote work enabled by 

video conferencing software
2022  AI becomes widely available

Technology Advances
2000  GPS available to civilians
2001  Apple iPod introduced
2004  Facebook launched
2005  YouTube launched
2007  Apple iPhone introduced
2009  Digital television becomes 

standard

2020 COVID-19 Pandemic
The pandemic causes 
375,000 deaths in the U.S. 
in 2020 and results in 
wide-spread disruptions of 
work and social activities.

2024 Local Growth
Warwick Township 
population reaches 
14,810, up from 
2,309 in 1980.

2003 – 2011 Iraq War

2026 300th 
Anniversary
The church 
celebrates 300 years 
of faithfulness and 
vibrant 
congregational life.

Transportation and Technology Advances
1869  Transcontinental railroad completed
1876  Bell invents the telephone
1879  Edison invents the light bulb
1897  First underground subway in U.S.

1812 – 1815 War of 1812

1846 – 1848 
Mexican-
American War

1898 
Spanish-
American 
War

1775 – 1783 The Revolutionary War 

1954 PA Turnpike
Workers complete the PA 
turnpike through Bucks County.

2001 – 2021 War in Afghanistan
Terrorists attack the World Trade 
Center and the Pentagon on 
September 11, 2001, killing more 
than 3,000 people.

Senior 
Pastors

Associate 
and 
Assistant 
Pastors

Arthur 
Phillips 

1905 – 1907

2020 Video Worship Services
Church leaders institute video 
worship services, in response 
to building closures during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

A.J. Mealor 
2011 – 2014

2013 Code Blue
The church provides shelter and food for 
the homeless during cold winter nights.  
This ministry continues today.

Neshaminy-Warwick 
Presbyterian Church: 
Celebrating 300 Years
1726 - 2026

Neshaminy-Warwick 
Presbyterian church, 
founded 300 years ago, 
possesses a rich and storied 
history.  The church and its 
leaders helped shape the 
very foundations of 
Presbyterianism and 
ministerial education in 
early America. 

Its historical significance is 
just one part of this church’s 
story.  Our congregation has 
worshiped faithfully and 
served Christ continuously 
since its founding.  It is quite 
astounding to think that as 
much as our community, 
our country, and our society 
have changed over the past 
300 years, the church has 
adapted and thrived.  Take 
note of the significant 
events in the life of the 
church on the top portion of 
this timeline, and the events 
in the life of our community 
and country on the bottom.

As we wrap up our third 
century, our church 
continues to focus on its 
core mission:  Loving God, 
Building Disciples, and 
Serving Christ.  Just as the 
congregation has been 
faithful to God for 300 
years, God has kept His 
promises and continues to 
pour His blessings upon our 
church family.

1739 The Great Awakening
George Whitefield, an evangelist who tours the 
country converting people to Christianity, preaches 
to a gathering of 3,000 people at Neshaminy.  The 
following year he returns to preach to almost 5,000.

1914 – 1918 First World War
The Great War results in nearly 
16 million deaths worldwide.

1700s 1726 1800s 1900s 2000s 2026

Natural Disasters
2005 Hurricane Katrina hits 

the Gulf coast of 
Louisiana, resulting in 
1,400 deaths and $125 
billion in damage

2012 Superstorm Sandy 
impacts the East Coast 
and results in $70 
billion in damage

2007 - 2008 Blended Worship 
Services
Pastor Lyndaker-Studer incorporates 
contemporary Christian music into 
worship services with guitar, vocals, 
and keyboards, while preserving the 
singing of traditional hymns. This 
custom continues today.

James P. Wilson
1839 – 1847

William E. 
Jones 

1873 – 1884

G. Robert 
Wirth 

1964 – 1972

Our Pastors
These ministers 
have been formally 
called by the 
congregation and 
approved by the 
Presbytery to lead 
the church.

1863  Emancipation Proclamation and 
Lincoln’s Gettysburg Address

1865  13th Amendment abolishes slavery

1743 New Church Building (Present-day Sanctuary)
The New Side congregation obtains land for a new meeting 
house a few hundred feet from the existing church, 
erecting the present-day sanctuary building in 1743.  

George R. Ashwood, Jr.
1941 – 1957

Ernest D. 
Moritz

1969 – 1972

1730s Local Townships 
Established
1733  Warwick Township
1734  Warrington Township

F. Leon 
Morgan 

1966 – 1969 

Charles Beatty
1743 – 1772

Created in 2026 by the 300th Anniversary Committee of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church.
For sources, see accompanying reference document. 

William Tennent, Sr. 
1726 – 1742

Ernest vanden 
Bosch

 1930 – 1941

1958 Establishment of the church library

1959 Sanctuary renovations

2009 Strategic Vision

The church focuses on its core mission:  
Loving God, Building Disciples, Serving Christ.  

Mark Lyndaker-Studer 
2007 – Present

1711 Warminster Township 
Established
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