
NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

August 30, 2026 

Loving God;  

Building Disciples;  

Serving Christ 

WELCOME         

 

300th ANNIVERSARY HYMN INTRODUCTION                                                     

 

HYMN NO. 467                                      “How Great Thow Art”                           

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                             Liturgist-Rick Rugel 

  One:  We gather in this place because Christ has called us.  

    All:  We come to worship the Lord who leads us in the way of life. 

  One:  Christ calls us beyond comfort and convenience.  

    All:  We come, seeking courage to follow wherever he leads. 

  One:  Christ calls us beyond selfish ambition and empty gain.  

    All:  We come, seeking treasures that cannot fade or perish. 

  One:  Christ calls us to take up the cross.  

    All:  We come, trusting that God's grace is sufficient for the journey. 

  One:  Christ calls us into a life of service, mercy, and love.  

    All:  We come, ready to be shaped by the Spirit of God. 

  One:  The kingdom of God is near.  

    All:  We lift our hearts in hope. 

  One:  The presence of God is here among us.  

    All:  Let us worship God with all that we are! 



WORSHIP SONG                                         “Our God” 

Water You turned into wine 

Open the eyes of the blind 

There's no one like You 

None like You 

Into the darkness You shine 

Out of the ashes we rise 

There's no one like You 

None like You 

 

Our God is greater, our God is stronger 

God You are higher than any other 

Our God is Healer, awesome In power 

Our God, Our God...  

 

Into the darkness you shine 

Out of the ashes we rise 

There's no One like You 

None like You   

 

And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 

And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 

And if Our God is for us, then who could ever stop us 

And if our God is with us, then what can stand against? 

What can stand against?  

(You may be seated) 

WORSHIP SONG                                  “Wonderful King” 

We are here because of grace because of love  

We are here because of You because of You  

We are here because of grace because of love  

We are here because of You because of You  

  

 You fill out hearts with more than we can hold inside and so we sing  

  

Beautiful Savior Wonderful King  

Beautiful Savior Wonderful King  



CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                     (Liturgist) 

Jesus calls us to deny ourselves, take up our cross, and follow him. Yet we often choose 

comfort over faithfulness, security over trust, and our own desires over God's will. Confident 

in God's mercy and steadfast love, let us confess our sins before God and one another. 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                        “Hold on Me”                                        Melissa Meade 

SCRIPTURE READING                           Matthew 16:21-23                                             (Liturgist) 
21 From that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and 

undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes and be killed 

and on the third day be raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 

“God forbid it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me, for you are setting your mind not on divine 

things but on human things.”  

 One:  The Word of the Lord  

  All:  Thanks be to God 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                                          

(We invite all children through 5th grade to come up to the front of the Sanctuary  

for a special message for them. They will then be dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,  

or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.) 

We are here because of grace because of love  

We are here because of You because of You   

  

You fill out hearts with more than we can hold inside and so we sing 

(Chorus)  

  

Oh, beautiful sound the joy of Heaven here   

Oh, wonderful sound love of Heaven now  

Oh, beautiful sound the joy of Heaven here  

Oh, wonderful sound love of Heaven now  

Oh, beautiful sound the joy of Heaven here  

Oh wonderful sound Oh wonderful sound (Chorus)  



PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                   (Liturgist) 

Merciful God, You call us to follow Jesus, but we often follow our own paths. You ask us to 

trust your way, but we cling to our own ambitions. You invite us to lose our lives for the 

sake of the gospel, but we seek first our own comfort and success. Forgive us when we place 

worldly gain above faithful discipleship. Forgive us when fear keeps us from taking up the 

cross. Forgive us when we fail to love our neighbors, serve those in need, and stand for 

justice and truth. Renew us by your Spirit. Give us courage to follow Christ with humility 

and hope. Shape us into disciples who reflect your grace and bear witness to your kingdom. 

In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

(Please take a moment of silent confession) 

(Please stand if you are able) 

 

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE             “Gloria Patri”     

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

  

(You may be seated) 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                  (Liturgist) 

One: Hear the good news! The One who calls us to follow him is also the One who forgives us.  

Jesus Christ gave himself for us so that we might share in the fullness of life. Through 

Christ, God removes our sin, restores our hope, and renews our calling. 

  All: Thanks be to God! In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                  (Liturgist) 

  One:   Jesus says, "If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 

 their cross and follow me." Trusting in God's love and mercy, let us offer our prayers 

 for the Church, the world, and all in need.  

    All:  Lord, give us courage to follow You faithfully, even when the path is difficult. 

  One:  When we are tempted to cling to comfort, security, and our own desires, 

    All:  Teach us to trust You more deeply and to seek Your will above our own. 

  One:  For Your Church throughout the world, that we may bear witness to Your love, mercy, 

 and truth, 

    All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

   One:  For those who suffer from illness, grief, loneliness, or hardship, especially those known 

 to us and those whose burdens are hidden from view, 



OFFERTORY                                                                                                           Suzanne Zak Carver 

(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.  

We would be honored if today's service could be our gift to you.)   

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                     (Liturgist) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING                                                                                    (Liturgist) 

Jesus teaches that true life is found not in what we possess, but in faithful devotion to God. As 

disciples of Christ, let us offer our gifts with gratitude, trusting that all we have and all we are 

belong to God. Let us present our tithes and offerings for the work of Christ's kingdom. 

    All:  Grant them comfort, healing, and hope. 

  One:  We pray for the people of Nepal in the wake of the devastating floods and loss of life. 

 Strengthen those who mourn, protect those who are displaced, and guide all who are 

 providing rescue and relief.  

    All:  Merciful God, surround them with Your compassion and bring help, healing, and 

 peace. 

  One:  For leaders of nations and communities, that they may act with wisdom, justice, and 

  concern for the vulnerable, 

 All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  One:  Jesus teaches that gaining the whole world is worth nothing if we lose our very selves. 

 Let us now bring before God, in silence, our own prayers, burdens, and hopes.    

(Silent prayer) 

    All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  One:  For all the prayers spoken and unspoken, and for those known to you alone, O God:  

    All:  Lord, hear our prayer. 

  One:  Gracious God, give us the courage to follow Christ, the wisdom to discern your will, 

 and the faith to trust your promises. Receive these prayers, offered in the name of Jesus 

 Christ our Lord.  

    All:  Amen. 

  One: And now as Jesus has taught us, we are bold to pray: 



DOXOLOGY     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Generous God, You have given us life, salvation, and every good gift. Receive these offerings 

as signs of our gratitude and our commitment to follow Christ. Use these gifts, and use our 

lives, to proclaim your gospel, serve our neighbors, and bear witness to your kingdom. Give 

us courage to take up the cross and joyfully participate in your work of reconciliation and 

hope. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

(You may be seated) 

SCRIPTURE READING                        Matthew 16:24-28     
24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any wish to come after me, let them deny themselves and 

take up their cross and follow me. 25 For those who want to save their life will lose it, and 

those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit them if they gain the 

whole world but forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life? 27 “For the 

Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay 

everyone for what has been done. 28 Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will 

not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 

  One:  The Word of God for the people of God  

  All:  Thanks be to God 

SERMON                                   “The Strange Grace of the Cross” 

Pastor Mark Lyndaker-Studer 

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

HYMN NO. 101                    “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”                                                     



CHARGE 

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one 

evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted.  Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and 

mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's 

child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

BLESSING 

Go now in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. Take up the cross with courage. Follow Christ 

with faithfulness. Serve God with humility. Love your neighbors with compassion. And 

may the blessing of God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you this day and remain with 

you always. Amen. 

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FOR OUR GUESTS 

Please join us in the Auditorium for  

Food & Fellowship 

 

Our service of worship extends beyond the walls of the Sanctuary 

in the form of video recording and live streaming. 

Your presence with us today signifies consent to the possibility  

that your image may be included as part of our media broadcast. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

LAWN SERVICE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH AT 9 AM 

Lawn services have been an important part of worship at NWPC for many years. They 

were probably inspired by George Whitefield’s first preaching at our “meeting-house 

yard” in 1739. 3000 people came from miles around to hear him preach. As part of our 

300th celebration, we will be having a “meeting-house yard” worship service on 9/13/26. 

Please plan to attend this special outdoor service. It will be held on the black top circular 

drive as we have done in the past.   DON’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR FOLDING 

LAWN CHAIR. 



 

Alice Bray 

Edna Reiss 

Debbie Watson 

Charles Sutton 

Rima Mironas 

Cathy Shaheen 

David Rankin  

Debbie Edwards 

Kerry Zimmerman 

Ongoing Concerns:  

Sara Watkins 

Thomas Plomchok 

Family of Barron (Barry) Baker  

Kimberlee Moyer 

Steve Benedetto  

Rick Moyer 

Sue McOwen 

Caroleann Watson 

Shirley Rauch  

Joseph Kronwitt  

Carol (CJ) Jones 

Edie Stauch 

Prayer Concerns:   Erin C. Watson 

Jean Witkoski 

Ron Vickery 

Ed Laguardia 

Sue Ellen Nolan 

Wanda Warwick 

Bill M. 

Tony Witkosky 

Maria D. Andres 

Dave Cochran 

Jessica Hess 

Tom Curfman 



OFFICER TRAINING AND INSTALLATION 

For all Elders and Deacons, both newly elected and currently serving 

• Officer training: Saturday, September 19, 9:00 AM–11:30 AM  

• Installation: September 27 during worship 

PULPIT FLOWERS 

The pulpit flowers are both given to the glory of God! Cindy Anderson & Klaus Mannherz  will 

be delivering the flowers. Each week the flowers can be a bright moment for someone needing 

prayers or praise. If you know of someone please let the assigned people delivering flowers 

know after the service.  

MOMENT IN HISTORY  

1850s, 1860s & 1870s  

A number of improvements were made to the sanctuary including carpeting (70 yards for 

$54), shades on the windows ($11), a new slate roof ($200), a new picket fence surrounded the 

property, six sheds for horses and carriages were built ($29.05 each), a brick platform and a 

covered porch by the front door.   

IMPORTANT REMINDER: FRAUDULENT EMAIL REQUESTS 

We want to make you are aware that scammers sometime send emails that appear to come 

from Pastor Mark or church staff requesting gift cards, money, or other financial assistance. 

Please do not respond to these emails or provide any personal or financial information. Our 

Pastor and staff will never ask for gift cards, money, or financial assistance through email. If 

you ever receive a suspicious message claiming to be from a member of our church staff, 

please ignore it. Thank you for your vigilance and help in protecting our church community. 



MEN’S GROUP — 6:00 PM in the Lounge September 27th 

Join us for our monthly Men’s Group meeting as we begin an engaging journey through Dr. 

Kenneth E. Bailey’s classic book Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the 

Gospels. Bailey helps readers step into the world of Jesus as His first hearers would have 

understood it—within the customs, stories, hospitality, honor, family life, and everyday 

realities of the Middle East. His cultural insights open the Scriptures in ways that are both 

ancient and surprisingly fresh, helping us see the beauty, challenge, and grace of Christ more 

vividly. Whether you’re brand new to Bible study or have been reading the Gospels for years, 

come be part of the conversation. We’ll learn together, and get a better sense of the world 

Jesus lived in. Please join us. 

   

Save the date for TRUNK OR TREAT at NWPC!   

Sunday October 25 from 2-4pm.   

More details to follow! 

SIGHT AND SOUND THEATRE BUS TRIP 

Sight and Sound Theatre bus trip to see ‘Joshua” is set for Tuesday November 10, 2026.   Bus 

leaves church at 10:30 a.m. and returns at 7:30 p.m.  This year we’ll have a family-stye lunch 

at Fulton Steamboat Inn with the show at 3 p.m.  Cost is $165.  Deadline for payment is 

September 10.  Contact person is Dorothy Smith at 215-343-1142 or you can email her at 

drsmith524@verizon.net.     

YOU’RE INVITED: WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY BEGINS SEPTEMBER 16 AT 10:00 A.M. 

Looking for a welcoming place to grow in your understanding of Scripture? Join us for Bible 

Study on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Auditorium as we begin the Bible Project How to 

Read the Bible. 

Together, we’ll explore how the Bible is written, why different literary styles matter, and how 

each part of Scripture contributes to God’s unified story. Whether you are new to Bible study 

or have been reading Scripture for years, you are warmly invited to come, learn, and grow 

with us. 

mailto:drsmith524@verizon.net


CALL FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL VOLUNTEERS:  TEACHERS AND HELPERS 

Do you have a desire to share the word of God with the children of our congregation? Our 

Sunday School program is looking for warm, caring volunteers to serve as Helpers and 

Teachers.  No prior experience required—just a willing spirit and a kind heart. 

 

You can expect:  

       Flexible scheduling options to suit your needs 

       Simple lessons with support materials and guidance provided 

The satisfaction of helping children grow in faith! 

If you feel called to serve or would like more information, contact Lisa Ceraso, Director of 

Children’s Ministries:  childrensdirector@nwpc.net.  All volunteers submit a Child Abuse 

Clearance obtained free of charge for volunteers. 

MOVIE NIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:childrensdirector@nwpc.net


Church  Staff 

Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor 

Valerie Pendrak, Director of Youth Ministries 

Lisa Ceraso, Director of Children's Ministries 

Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music 

Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music 

Marianne Tierney, Finance Manager 

Mike Petrino, Property Manager 

Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator 

Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the  

ministers  and  missionaries  of  our  faith  community, our  Pastoral  Staff  and Support Team 

provide leadership and specialized ministries. 

THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY 

Sunday—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

             —Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary    

             —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

 

Tuesday—WholyFit 6:30 pm Auditorium 

  

Sunday—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

              —Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary  

              —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

              —Mary Martha Circle 10:30 am Lounge  


