
NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 6, 2026 

Loving God;  

Building Disciples;  

Serving Christ 

PRELUDE                                             “Ave Maria” by R. Franz 

 

WELCOME         

 

300th ANNIVERSARY HYMN INTRODUCTION                                                     

 

HYMN NO. 447                                 “Lead On, O King Eternal”                           

CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                               Liturgist—Micah McGovern 

  One:  We come before God, bowing our hearts before the One from whom every family in 

 heaven and on earth takes its name.  

    All:  We gather as God's beloved children, drawn together by grace. 

  One:  God strengthens us through the Spirit in our inner being.  

    All:  Christ dwells in our hearts through faith. 

  One:  Rooted and grounded in love, we seek to know the breadth and length and height and 

 depth of Christ's love.  

    All:  We worship the God whose love surpasses all knowledge. 

  One:  Now to the One who is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 

 imagine—  

    All:  To God be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus forever and ever. Amen. 



WORSHIP SONG                                     “Grace Alone” 

I was an orphan lost at the fall   

Running away when I'd hear You call  

But Father You worked Your will  

  

I had no righteousness of my own  

I had no right to kneel at Your throne  

But Father You loved me still  

  

And in love before You laid the world's foundation 

You predestined to adopt me as Your own 

You have raised me up so high above my station  

I'm a child of God by grace and grace alone     

  

You left Your home to seek out the lost  

You knew the great and terrible cost  

But Jesus Your face was set  

     

And I worked my fingers down to the bone   

Nothing I did could ever atone  

But Jesus You paid my debt 

  

By Your blood I have redemption and salvation 

Though You died that I might reap what you have sown 

And You rose that I might be a new creation 

I am born again by grace and grace alone 

 

I was in darkness all of my life  

I never knew the day from the night  

But Spirit You made me see 

 

I swore I knew the way on my own  

A head full of rocks a heart made of stone  

But Spirit You moved in me 

   

At Your touch my sleeping spirit was awakened  

On my darkened heart the light of Christ has shone 

Called into a Kingdom that cannot be shaken 

I will stand in faith by grace and grace alone 

 



WORSHIP SONG                                  “All of my Hope”  

My only hope is you, Jesus…   My only hope is you, 

From early in the morning, till late at night, 

My only hope is you. 

  

My only peace is you, Jesus…   My only peace is you, 

From early in the morning, till late at night, 

My only peace is you. 

  

My only joy is you, Jesus…   My only joy is you, 

From early in the morning, till late at night, 

My only joy is you. 

  

My only strength is you, Jesus…  My only strength is you, 

From early in the morning, till late at night, 

My only strength is you. 

  

All that I need is you, Jesus  All that I need is you, 

From early in the morning till late at night, 

All that I need is you. 

  

My only hope is you, Jesus My only hope is you, 

From early in the morning, till late at night, 

My only hope is you. 

From early in the morning, till late at night, 

My point hope is you. 

SCRIPTURE READING                                  Psalm 25:4-5                                               (Liturgist) 
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; teach me your paths. 5 Lead me in your truth and 

teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all day long.  

 One:  The Word of the Lord  

  All:  Thanks be to God 

Lord I trust in You by grace and grace alone  

I'm a child of God by grace and grace alone  

I am born again by grace and grace alone  

Every breath I breathe by grace and grace alone! 

 

(You may be seated) 



CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                        (Liturgist) 

The love of Christ is wider than our fears, deeper than our failures, and stronger than our sin. 

Yet we often forget the abundance of God's grace and rely on our own strength rather than the 

power of the Spirit. Trusting in God's mercy and steadfast love, let us confess our sin together. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                   (Liturgist) 

Gracious God, You have rooted us in your love, yet we allow fear, resentment, and 

selfishness to shape our lives. You call us to trust in your power at work within us, yet we 

depend upon ourselves and doubt your presence. You invite us to grow into the fullness of 

Christ, yet we settle for less than you desire for us. Forgive us when our hearts are closed to 

your Spirit. Forgive us when we fail to love our neighbors as you have loved us. Forgive us 

when we limit what you can accomplish through us. Strengthen us in our inner being. 

Renew our faith. Fill us with your grace, that Christ may dwell richly in our hearts and that 

our lives may bear witness to your love. In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

(Please take a moment of silent confession) 

(Please stand if you are able) 
 

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE             “Gloria Patri”     

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
  

(You may be seated) 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                  (Liturgist) 

Hear the good news! God, whose love surpasses all understanding, has acted in Jesus Christ to 

reconcile the world to himself. Through Christ, our sins are forgiven; through the Spirit, we are 

renewed; through God's grace, we are made whole. Amen. 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                      “Evening Prayer”                                             Lee Nelmes 

from Hansel and Gretal by E. Humperdinck                         

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING                                                                                    (Liturgist) 

From the riches of God's glory, we have received grace upon grace. The God who provides far 

more than we can ask or imagine invites us to share generously in God's work. Let us offer our 

gifts, our talents, and our lives in gratitude for Christ's immeasurable love. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                                   Pastor Mark                   

(We invite all children through 5th grade to come up to the front of the Sanctuary  

for a special message for them. They will then be dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,  

or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.) 



OFFERTORY                                                                                                                       Keith Rounds 

(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.  

We would be honored if today's service could be our gift to you.)   

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

DOXOLOGY     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

Generous God, We give these offerings in thanksgiving for the countless blessings you have 

poured into our lives. Take what we bring and use it for your purposes. Strengthen your 

church through these gifts. Nurture those who are in need. Spread the good news of Christ's 

love. Build communities of justice, mercy, and peace. May all that we offer reflect the 

abundance of your grace and bring glory to your name. Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READING                        Ephesians 3:14-21     
14 For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15 from whom every family in 

heaven and on earth takes its name. 16 I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, 

he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through 

his Spirit 17 and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 

rooted and grounded in love. 18 I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, 

with all the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and depth 19 and to know 

the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all the 

fullness of God. 20 Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21 to him be glory in 

the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
  One:  The Word of God for the people of God  

  All:  Thanks be to God 

SERMON                                   “A Long, Loving Look at the Real” 

Pastor Mark Lyndaker-Studer 

 

(Please stand if you are able) 



AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (Apostles’ Creed)  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. I believe in Jesus Christ, 

God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the 

Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the 

holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of 

the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  (Page 12 Blue Hymnal) 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  

Lift up your hearts 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord Our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

...Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with choirs of angels, 

with prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who 

forever sing to the glory of your name: 

LORD’S PRAYER   

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 

thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 

(We celebrate communion by intinction. Please come forward, dip a piece of bread in the cup, and 

partake. Gluten-free elements are available on the side tables. You may consume the bread and wine  

upon returning to your seat. ) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and God might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna In the highest 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest 

...With thanksgiving, we offer our very selves to you to be a living and holy sacrifice, dedicat-

ed to your service. 

Great is the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died, 

Christ is risen, 

Christ will come again. 



CHARGE 

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one 

evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted.  Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and 

mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's 

child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

BLESSING 

Go forth in faith, rooted in Christ's love and strengthened by God's Spirit. Amen. 
 

POSTLUDE                                                  “Postlude”                                                      R. M. Stults 

HYMN NO. 376                         “Love Divine All Love Excelling”                                                    

~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FOR OUR GUESTS 

Please join us in the Auditorium for  

Food & Fellowship 
 

Our service of worship extends beyond the walls of the Sanctuary 

in the form of video recording and live streaming. 

Your presence with us today signifies consent to the possibility  

that your image may be included as part of our media broadcast. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

COMMUNION HYMN            “All Creatures of Our God and King” 

All creatures of our God and King Lift up your voice and with us sing 

Alleluia! Alleluia Thou burning sun with golden beams 

Thou silver moon with softer gleam 

 

Chorus: 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 

  

Thou rushing wind that art so strong, Ye clouds that sail in heav’n along, 

O sing ye! Alleluia! Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice, 

Ye lights of evening, find a voice! (Chorus) 

  

And everyone of tender heart, Forgiving others, take your part, 

O sing ye! Alleluia! Ye who long pain and sorrow bear, 

Praise God and cast on God your care! (Chorus) 

  

All creatures, your Creator bless, And worship God, in humbleness 

O sing ye! Alleluia! Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son, 
And praise the Spirit, Three in One! 



 

Alice Bray 

Edna Reiss 

Debbie Watson 

Charles Sutton 

Rima Mironas 

Cathy Shaheen 

David Rankin  

Debbie Edwards 

Kerry Zimmerman 

Ongoing Concerns:  

Sara Watkins 

Thomas Plomchok 

Family of Barron (Barry) Baker  

Kimberlee Moyer 

Steve Benedetto  

Rick Moyer 

Sue McOwen 

Caroleann Watson 

Shirley Rauch  

Joseph Kronwitt  

Carol (CJ) Jones 

Edie Stauch 

Prayer Concerns:   Erin C. Watson 

Jean Witkoski 

Ron Vickery 

Ed Laguardia 

Sue Ellen Nolan 

Wanda Warwick 

Bill M. 

Tony Witkosky 

Maria D. Andres 

Dave Cochran 

Jessica Hess 

Tom Curfman 

PULPIT FLOWERS 

The pulpit flowers are given in loving memory of William Danihel (Jan’s father) for his 

September 1 birthday from Jan and George Rounds; and given “To the Glory of God” from 

Isabel and Marion McLauchlan. Lynne Van Fossen & Patrick Van Tassel will be delivering the 

flowers. Each week the flowers can be a bright moment for someone needing prayers or 

praise. If you know of someone please let the assigned people delivering flowers know after 

the service.  



OFFICER TRAINING AND INSTALLATION 

For all Elders and Deacons, both newly elected and currently serving 

• Officer training: Saturday, September 19, 9:00 AM–11:30 AM  

• Installation: September 27 during worship 

MOMENT IN HISTORY  

1872  

The cemetery chapel was built and dedicated.  A large crowd assembled to celebrate the 

dedication of the chapel as well as the fifty-fourth anniversary of the church’s Sabbath 

Schools. Distances were too great for children to travel to the church each week so Sabbath 

Schools met in schoolhouses scattered around the countryside and came together once a year 

at the church.   

HELPING HANDS FOR HEALING 

Sue McOwen is recovering from medical challenges and could use some extra support. If you 

are able to help with meals (every four days through September), please sign up on the 

volunteer sheet on the table outside of the Sanctuary.  Thank you for being the hands and feet 

of Christ. 

LAWN SERVICE: SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13TH AT 9 AM 

Lawn services have been an important part of worship at NWPC for many years. They were 

probably inspired by George Whitefield’s first preaching at our “meeting-house yard” in 1739. 

3000 people came from miles around to hear him preach. As part of our 300th celebration, we 

will be having a “meeting-house yard” worship service on 9/13/26. Please plan to attend this 

special outdoor service. It will be held on the black top circular drive as we have done in the 

past.   DON’T FORGET TO BRING YOUR FOLDING LAWN CHAIR. 



MEN’S GROUP — 6:00 PM in the Lounge September 27th 

Join us for our monthly Men’s Group meeting as we begin an engaging journey through Dr. 

Kenneth E. Bailey’s classic book Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the 

Gospels. Bailey helps readers step into the world of Jesus as His first hearers would have 

understood it—within the customs, stories, hospitality, honor, family life, and everyday 

realities of the Middle East. His cultural insights open the Scriptures in ways that are both 

ancient and surprisingly fresh, helping us see the beauty, challenge, and grace of Christ more 

vividly. Whether you’re brand new to Bible study or have been reading the Gospels for years, 

come be part of the conversation. We’ll learn together, and get a better sense of the world 

Jesus lived in. Please join us. 

If you’d like a copy of the book, you can buy one on Amazon or from other online booksellers for $22.  

   

Save the date for TRUNK OR TREAT at NWPC!   

Sunday October 25 from 2-4pm.   

More details to follow! 

MOVIE NIGHT 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YOU’RE INVITED: WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY BEGINS SEPTEMBER 16 AT 10:00 A.M. 

Looking for a welcoming place to grow in your understanding of Scripture? Join us for Bible 

Study on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Auditorium as we begin the Bible Project How to 

Read the Bible. 

Together, we’ll explore how the Bible is written, why different literary styles matter, and how 

each part of Scripture contributes to God’s unified story. Whether you are new to Bible study 

or have been reading Scripture for years, you are warmly invited to come, learn, and grow 

with us. 



Calling All Singers! 

The Sanctuary Choir is kicking off its 2026–2027 season, and all are welcome! Whether 

you’ve sung with us before or have always wanted to give choir a try, this is the perfect time 

to join us. We meet weekly. Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 10, from 7:00–8:30 p.m. 

in the Choir Room.  

If you would like to join us for the cantata only, cantata rehearsals begin Thursday, Sept 24, 

7:00-8:00.  We will begin learning our new Christmas cantata, Hope Has Dawned: Noel.  The 

Christmas Cantata is always a special time at NWPC. This year’s cantata will take place 

Sunday, December 20, 2026, 9:00am.  

Questions? Contact Suzanne at Suzanne.Zak@nwpc.net or 215-343-6060, ext. 4. 

 

�  Sunday School Singers Are Back! 

Calling all of our young singers! Sunday School Singers are ready to kick off another fun 

year of music! 

Our first rehearsal will be Sunday, September 13, immediately following Sunday School. 

We’ll meet in the Choir Room for just 15–20 minutes. 

Come sing, have fun, and help us make a joyful noise! We’re looking forward to an exciting 

year of music together.  

 

�  Calling All Teens — Come Sing with Jubilate! 

Jubilate Singers are kicking off a new season, and we want YOU to be part of it! 

Our first rehearsal will be Sunday, September 20 at 10:30 a.m. Students in grades 5–12 are 

invited to join. 

Whether you’ve been singing for years or just want to give choir a try, come join the fun! 

Bring your voice, bring a friend, and help us make some great music together. 

No audition—just come and sing! �  

mailto:Suzanne.Zak@nwpc.net


Church  Staff 

Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor 

Valerie Pendrak, Director of Youth Ministries 

Lisa Ceraso, Director of Children's Ministries 

Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music 

Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music 

Marianne Tierney, Finance Manager 

Mike Petrino, Property Manager 

Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator 

Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the  

ministers  and  missionaries  of  our  faith  community, our  Pastoral  Staff  and Support Team 

provide leadership and specialized ministries. 

THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY 

Sunday—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

             —Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary    

             —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

             —Mary Martha Circle 10:30 am Lounge 
 

Monday—Office Closed  
 

Tuesday—WholyFit 6:30 pm Auditorium 
 

Wednesday—Sarah Circle 9:15 am Lounge 

  

Thursday—Choir Rehearsal 7 pm Choir Room 
 

Sunday—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

              —Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary  

              —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

              —Family Mission Trip Meeting 10:30 am Youth Room 


