
NESHAMINY-WARWICK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 13, 2026 

Loving God;  

Building Disciples;  

Serving Christ 

WELCOME         

 

300th ANNIVERSARY HYMN INTRODUCTION                                                     

 

HYMN NO. 324                      “Open My Eyes that I May See”            

1 Open my eyes, that I may see 

Glimpses of truth Thou hast for me; 

Place in my hands the wonderful key 

That shall unclasp and set me free. 

 

Refrain: 

Silently now I wait for Thee, 

Ready, my God, Thy will to see; 

Open my eyes (ears, heart), illumine me, 

Spirit divine! 

 

2 Open my ears, that I may hear 

Voices of truth Thou sendest clear; 

And while the wave notes fall on my ear, 

Everything false will disappear. (Refrain) 

 

3 Open my mouth, and let me bear, 

Gladly the warm truth everywhere; 

Open my heart and let me prepare 

Love with Thy children thus to share. (Refrain)     



CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                                    Liturgist-Dorothy Smith 

  One:  In the beginning, God gathered the waters and brought forth dry land.  

    All:  We rejoice in the goodness of God's creation. 

  One:  God clothed the earth with plants bearing seed and trees yielding fruit.  

    All:  We give thanks for God's abundant provision. 

  One:  God set the sun to rule the day and the moon and stars to light the night.  

    All:  We praise God whose wisdom orders all creation. 

  One:  Come, let us worship the Creator who brings order from chaos and life from the earth.  

    All:  Let us worship God with glad hearts and grateful spirits.   

WORSHIP SONG                            “Canticle of the Turning” 

Chorus: My heart shall sing of the day you bring 

   Let the fires of your justice burn 

   Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 

   and the world is about to turn 

 

1)   My soul cries out with a joyful shout, that the God of my heart is great 

      and my spirit sings of the wondrous things that you bring to the ones who wait 

      You fixed your sight on your servant’s plight, and my weakness you did not spurn, 

      so from east to west shall my name be blessed. Could the world be about to turn? 

 

2)  Though I am small, my God, my all, you work great things in me, 

      and your mercy will last from the depths of the past to the end of the age to be. 

      Your very name puts the proud to shame, and to those who would for you to yearn, 

      you will show your might, put the strong to flight, For the world is about to turn. 

 

3)   From the halls of power to the fortress tower, not a stone will be left on stone 

      Let the king beware for your justice tears ev’ry tyrant from his throne. 

      The hungry poor shall weep no more, for the food they can never earn: 

      There are tables spread, ev’ry mouth be fed, for the world is about to turn. 

 

4)   Though the nations rage from age to age, we remember who holds us fast: 

      God’s mercy must deliver us from the conquerer’s crushing grasp. 

      This saving word that our forebears heard is the promise which holds us bound, 

      ‘Til the spear and rod can be crushed by God, who is turning the world around. 

 

(You may be seated) 



WORSHIP SONG                                      “Son of God” 

Hold my hand and walk with me 

You're the light that makes me see 

On this path my soul you lead 

O my shepherd walk with me  

   

My Saviour, Glorious one 

My Redeemer, Living in my heart 

Now and forever, Your kingdom come 

Jesus Son of God   

  

I need you more than breath 

You're my hope in you I live 

Angels worship at your throne 

Power and glory to you alone  (Chorus) 

  

Jesus, O Jesus 

Holy is the Lamb of God 

Jesus, O Jesus 

Worthy is the Lamb of God (Chorus) 

SCRIPTURE READING                                    Genesis 1:1-8                                             (Liturgist) 

1 When God began to create the heavens and the earth, 2 the earth was complete chaos, and 

darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept over the face of the 

waters. 3 Then God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 And God saw that the light 

was good, and God separated the light from the darkness. 5 God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 6 And 

God said, “Let there be a dome in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from 

the waters.” 7 So God made the dome and separated the waters that were under the dome 

from the waters that were above the dome. And it was so. 8 God called the dome Sky. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 One:  The Word of the Lord  

  All:  Thanks be to God 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                                                                                              

(We invite all children through 5th grade to come up to the front of the Sanctuary  

for a special message for them. They will then be dismissed to their Sunday School teacher,  

or if you prefer they may return to their seats with you.) 



CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                                        (Liturgist) 

The God who created the heavens and the earth called creation good and entrusted it to our 

care. Yet we often fail to live as faithful stewards, neglecting God's gifts and turning from 

God's purposes. Trusting in God's mercy and steadfast love, let us confess our sin before God 

and one another. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                                                                                                   (Liturgist) 

Gracious Creator, You spoke and brought forth land from the waters, plants from the soil, 

and lights in the heavens. You established rhythms of day and night and filled the earth 

with abundance. Yet we confess that we have not lived in harmony with your good creation. 

We have taken your gifts for granted, consumed without gratitude, and overlooked the 

needs of our neighbors. We have trusted our own wisdom more than your ordering love and 

have failed to reflect your care for the world you have made. Forgive us, O God. Renew in 

us a sense of wonder for your creation, gratitude for your provision, and commitment to 

your purposes. By your Spirit, teach us to live as faithful disciples and stewards of all that 

you have entrusted to us. In the name of Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

(Please take a moment of silent confession) 

(Please stand if you are able) 

 

RESPONSE TO ASSURANCE             “Gloria Patri”     

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end.  Amen. 

  

(You may be seated) 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS                                                                                  (Liturgist) 

One: Hear the good news: The God who called creation good does not abandon the work of    

God's hands. In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, renewed, and restored to fellowship 

with God. Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 

All? In Jesus Christ we are forgiven. Thanks be to God! 

CHOIR ANTHEM                                  “I Thank My God” 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE                                                                                                  (Liturgist) 

  One:  In the beginning, O God, you gathered the waters, brought forth dry land, and called 

 creation good.  

    All:  We praise you for the beauty, order, and abundance of your world. 



  One:  You caused the earth to bring forth plants and trees bearing fruit, providing all that is 

 needed for life  

    All:  Teach us to be faithful stewards of your gifts and grateful caretakers of your 

 creation. 

  One:  You set the sun, moon, and stars in the heavens to give light upon the earth and to 

 mark seasons and times.  

    All:  Guide us by your light when our path is uncertain and our hearts are troubled. 

  One:  We pray for your creation wherever it suffers from disaster. We remember those 

 affected by flooding in Texas, devastating floods in Nepal, wildfires across many 

 regions, and all who face loss, displacement, or fear.   

    All:  Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer. 

  One:  We pray for first responders, rescue workers, medical personnel, and relief agencies 

 serving communities in crisis.  

    All:  Strengthen them with courage, wisdom, and compassion. 

  One:  We pray for places torn by violence, conflict, and injustice, and for all who long for 

 peace and security.  

    All:  Let your light shine in the darkness and lead nations into paths of reconciliation. 

  One:  We pray for the church throughout the world, that we may reflect your creative and 

 sustaining love.  

    All:  Make us instruments of hope, healing, and grace. 

  One:  We pray for our nation, our community, and all those in positions of leadership.  

    All:  Grant them wisdom, integrity, and a desire to serve the common good. 

  One:  We pray for those who are sick, grieving, lonely, anxious, or facing difficult decisions. 

 We remember especially those known to us and those we now name silently before 

 you.  

(Moment of silent prayer) 

  One:  God of creation, you brought order from chaos and light from darkness. Renew the 

 earth, restore the brokenhearted, and help us trust in your faithful care.  

    All:  For the earth is yours, and all that is in it. Receive our prayers through Jesus Christ 

 our Lord. Amen. 

  One: And now as Jesus has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

LORD’S PRAYER                                                                                                                     (Liturgist) 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is 

the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever.  Amen 



OFFERTORY                                                                                                           Suzanne Zak Carver  

(If you are our guest, please don’t feel obligated to participate.  

We would be honored if today's service could be our gift to you.)   

 

(Please stand if you are able) 

DOXOLOGY     “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”   

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

 Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  
Loving God, receive these gifts and bless them for your work in the world. May they bring hope, 

help those in need, and reflect your grace. Through Christ our Lord. Amen. Amen. 

 

(You may be seated) 

SCRIPTURE READING                         Genesis 1:9-18          
9 And God said, “Let the waters under the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the 

dry land appear.” And it was so. 10 God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that were 

gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 11 Then God said, “Let the 

earth put forth vegetation: plants yielding seed and fruit trees of every kind on earth that bear 

fruit with the seed in it.” And it was so. 12 The earth brought forth vegetation: plants yielding 

seed of every kind and trees of every kind bearing fruit with the seed in it. And God saw that 

it was good. 13 And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 14 And God said, 

“Let there be lights in the dome of the sky to separate the day from the night, and let them be 

for signs and for seasons and for days and years, 15 and let them be lights in the dome of the 

sky to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16 God made the two great lights—the greater 

light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night—and the stars. 17 God set them in the 

dome of the sky to give light upon the earth, 18 to rule over the day and over the night, and to 

separate the light from the darkness. And God saw that it was good.    

  One:  The Word of God for the people of God  

  All:  Thanks be to God 

                                            

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING                                                                                    (Liturgist) 

From the abundance of the earth, God provides all that we need. The seeds, the harvest, the 

rhythms of seasons, and the gifts of life itself come from the Creator's hand. In gratitude for 

God's generous provision, let us present our tithes and offerings as an act of worship and 

thanksgiving. 



SERMON                                              “And it was Good” 

Pastor Mark Lyndaker-Studer 
 

(Please stand if you are able) 

CHARGE 

Go out into the world in peace. Be of good courage. Hold onto what is good. Render no one 

evil for evil. Uplift the fainthearted.  Support the weak. Laugh with those who laugh and 

mourn with those who mourn. Do this in a spirit of joy and appreciation for you are God's 

child. In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  
 

BLESSING 

Go forth into God's world with gratitude and joy. May the Creator who separated land from 

sea, who filled the earth with living things, and who set lights in the heavens to guide the 

days and seasons, bless and keep you. May Christ, the Light of the World, lead your path, 

and may the Holy Spirit renew you for faithful service. Go in peace to love God, care for cre-

ation, and serve your neighbors. Amen. 
 

(Because rain is expected this weekend, we have moved our outdoor service  

to next Sunday, September 20. We hope you will join us as we come together  

for worship and fellowship in God's creation) 

HYMN NO. 276                               “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                  

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father, 

There is no shadow of turning with Thee; 

Thou changest not, Thy compassions they fail not; 

As Thou hast been Thou forever wilt be. 
 

Refrain: 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Great is Thy faithfulness! 

Morning by morning new mercies I see; 

All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 

Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 
 

2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 

Join with all nature in manifold witness 

To Thy great faithfulness, mercy and love. (Refrain) 
 

3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 

Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 

Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! (Refrain)         



~~~~~~~~~~~ 

FOR OUR GUESTS 

Please join us in the Auditorium for  

Food & Fellowship 

 

Our service of worship extends beyond the walls of the Sanctuary 

in the form of video recording and live streaming. 

Your presence with us today signifies consent to the possibility  

that your image may be included as part of our media broadcast. 

 ~~~~~~~~~~~ 

 

Alice Bray 

Edna Reiss 

Debbie Watson 

Charles Sutton 

Rima Mironas 

Cathy Shaheen 

David Rankin  

Debbie Edwards 

Kerry Zimmerman 

Ongoing Concerns:  

Peg Robinson 

Lee Family 

Primus Family 

Rich S. 

Rich McLaughlan 

Sara Watkins 

Thomas Plomchok 

Family of Barron (Barry) Baker  

Kimberlee Moyer 

Rick Moyer 

Sue McOwen 

Caroleann Watson 

Shirley Rauch  

Prayer Concerns:   Joseph Kronwitt  

Carol (CJ) Jones 

Edie Stauch 

Erin C. Watson 

Jean Witkoski 

Ron Vickery 

Ed Laguardia 

Sue Ellen Nolan 

Wanda Warwick 

Bill M. 

Tony Witkosky 

Maria D. Andres 

Dave Cochran 



OFFICER TRAINING AND INSTALLATION 

For all Elders and Deacons, both newly elected and currently serving 

• Officer training: Saturday, September 19, 9:00 AM–11:30 AM  

• Installation: September 27 during worship 

PULPIT FLOWERS 

The pulpit flowers are given in loving memory of her son David William Stroup by Dottie 

(Stroup) Kieffer. Paul Augustine & Logan Schmidt will be delivering the flowers. Each week 

the flowers can be a bright moment for someone needing prayers or praise. If you know of 

someone please let the assigned people delivering flowers know after the service.  

MOMENT IN HISTORY  

1873  

Rev Turner resigned in ill health after twenty- five years of service.  He continued to live 

nearby and was asked to write a history of the church in celebration of the church’s 

Sesquicentennial and the country’s Centennial.  This 370 page book was published in 1876 and 

is now a collector’s item.  

YOU’RE INVITED: WEDNESDAY BIBLE STUDY BEGINS SEPTEMBER 16 AT 10:00 A.M. 

Looking for a welcoming place to grow in your understanding of Scripture? Join us for Bible 

Study on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the Auditorium as we begin the Bible Project How to 

Read the Bible. 

Together, we’ll explore how the Bible is written, why different literary styles matter, and how 

each part of Scripture contributes to God’s unified story. Whether you are new to Bible study 

or have been reading Scripture for years, you are warmly invited to come, learn, and grow 

with us. 



Compassionate Friends is a support group for grieving parents and grandparents. The 

purpose of the group is to provide support to grieving parents through this extremely difficult 

time. A co leader, who has also lost a child, facilitates the meeting. The group meets the third 

Wednesday of every month in the lounge from 7:00—8:30 pm.  For additional information 

please contact Jan Millin at 215-820-3506 or janmke12@gmail.com.   

MEN’S GROUP — 6:00 PM in the Lounge September 27th 

Join us for our monthly Men’s Group meeting as we begin an engaging journey through Dr. 

Kenneth E. Bailey’s classic book Jesus Through Middle Eastern Eyes: Cultural Studies in the 

Gospels. Bailey helps readers step into the world of Jesus as His first hearers would have 

understood it—within the customs, stories, hospitality, honor, family life, and everyday 

realities of the Middle East. His cultural insights open the Scriptures in ways that are both 

ancient and surprisingly fresh, helping us see the beauty, challenge, and grace of Christ more 

vividly. Whether you’re brand new to Bible study or have been reading the Gospels for years, 

come be part of the conversation. We’ll learn together, and get a better sense of the world 

Jesus lived in. Please join us. 

If you’d like a copy of the book, you can buy one on Amazon or from other online booksellers for $22.  

   

Save the date for TRUNK OR TREAT at NWPC!   

Sunday October 25 from 2-4pm.   

More details to follow! 

MOVIE NIGHT 
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Calling All Singers! 

The Sanctuary Choir is kicking off its 2026–2027 season, and all are welcome! Whether 

you’ve sung with us before or have always wanted to give choir a try, this is the perfect time 

to join us. We meet weekly. Rehearsals begin Thursday, September 10, from 7:00–8:30 p.m. 

in the Choir Room.  

If you would like to join us for the cantata only, cantata rehearsals begin Thursday, Sept 24, 

7:00-8:00.  We will begin learning our new Christmas cantata, Hope Has Dawned: Noel.  The 

Christmas Cantata is always a special time at NWPC. This year’s cantata will take place 

Sunday, December 20, 2026, 9:00am.  

Questions? Contact Suzanne at Suzanne.Zak@nwpc.net or 215-343-6060, ext. 4. 

 

�  Sunday School Singers Are Back! 

Calling all of our young singers! Sunday School Singers are ready to kick off another fun 

year of music! 

Our first rehearsal will be Sunday, September 13, immediately following Sunday School. 

We’ll meet in the Choir Room for just 15–20 minutes. 

Come sing, have fun, and help us make a joyful noise! We’re looking forward to an exciting 

year of music together.  

 

�  Calling All Teens — Come Sing with Jubilate! 

Jubilate Singers are kicking off a new season, and we want YOU to be part of it! 

Our first rehearsal will be Sunday, September 20 at 10:30 a.m. Students in grades 5–12 are 

invited to join. 

Whether you’ve been singing for years or just want to give choir a try, come join the fun! 

Bring your voice, bring a friend, and help us make some great music together. 

No audition—just come and sing! �  

mailto:Suzanne.Zak@nwpc.net


Church  Staff 

Rev. Mark Lyndaker-Studer, Pastor 

Valerie Pendrak, Director of Youth Ministries 

Lisa Ceraso, Director of Children's Ministries 

Dr. Suzanne Zak Carver, Director of Music 

Keith Rounds, Contemporary Music 

Marianne Tierney, Finance Manager 

Mike Petrino, Property Manager 

Cheryl Overton, Church Administrator 

Remembering that the members of Neshaminy-Warwick Presbyterian Church are the  ministers  and  

missionaries  of  our  faith  community, our  Pastoral  Staff  and Support Team provide leadership and 

specialized ministries. 

THIS WEEK AT NESHAMINY 

 Sunday —Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

              —Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary    

              —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

              —Mary Martha Circle 10:30 am Auditorium 

              —Mission Team Meeting 10:30 am Lounge 

              —Family Mission Trip Meeting 10:30 am Youth Room  

 

Monday—Finance/Property Team Meeting 7 pm Zoom 

 

Tuesday—NO WholyFit this week  

 

Wednesday—Bible Study 10 am Auditorium 

                     —The Compassionate Friends 7 pm Lounge 

  

Thursday—Choir Rehearsal 7 pm Choir Room 

 

Saturday—Officer Training 9 am Auditorium 

 

Sunday—Prayer Group 8:30 am Lounge 

              —Worship Service 9 am Sanctuary  

              —Food & Fellowship 10:15 am Auditorium 

              —Deacon Meeting 10:30 am Lounge 

              —Christian Ed Meeting 10:30 am Youth Room 

              —Youth Group 6 pm Youth Room 


